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CS speaks at "Planning for Low Carbon Cities" International

Conference (English only) (with photos/video)
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Following is the speech by the Chief Secretary for
Administration, Mr Henry Tang, at the International
Conference on "Planning for Low Carbon Cities"™ at Noah"s
Resort, Ma Wan, this morning (May 22):

Dr Qiu (Baoxing), Dr Shi (Nan), KK (Ling), distinguished
guests, ladies and gentlemen,

It 1s a pleasure to join you this morning.

First, a warm welcome to Hong Kong to all our guests.
We appreciate your participation in this important conference.
I also hope you enjoy this unique conference venue here on
Ma Wan Island. This island is one of two communities in Hong
Kong designed around the principle of restricted vehicular
access, so It Is an appropriate venue for this event.

Also, congratulations to the Hong Kong Institute of
Planners on your 30th anniversary. Over the past three decades,
the i1nstitute and 1ts members have played a leading role iIn
transforming Hong Kong 1nto a modern and efficient metropolis.
Your advice and ideas over the years have helped to shape
government thinking on the sustainable development of this
beloved city of ours.

I am delighted that you have chosen the theme: ""Planning
for Low Carbon Cities™, for this conference. Protecting the
environment is a primary concern for all of us iIn the future
development of Hong Kong and beyond.

Some of you may have noticed an electric car driving
around Hong Kong In the past week or so. It looks much like
other smaller cars on the road apart from markings 1dentifying



it as a Mitsubishi 1 MIEV. It is the first vehicle of its kind
to be tested in Hong Kong. Testing the car on our roads began
last week and is a significant step towards our goal for the
widespread introduction of electric vehicles to our city.

I will speak on transport a little bit later.

Some of my colleagues will be talking in detail today
about our priorities in planning for a low carbon city. It
ismy job this morning to outline some of our broader strategies
in providing a cleaner environment for our city and our region.

The threat of global warming is real and we all have an
obligation to concentrate on environmental issues. We also
have an opportunity to promote environmental initiatives as
one way to revive our economies that are struggling to cope
with the current global economic crisis.

First, environmental initiatives will cut costs for
companies. Energy saving strategies will also reduce
electricity bills in homes, schools and offices at a time when
we are all trying to make our dollars go a little bit further.

Secondly, creating green jobs will help to ease rising
unemployment levels around the world, including here in Hong
Kong. Green design, research and development, innovation,
sales, construction and more all have the potential to create
Jjobs and opportunities. Our people have the talent and the
motivation to form a formidable "‘green collar™ workforce.

For us, effective regional co-operation is vital iIn
tackling environmental issues. Our nation is focused on this
effort from various angles. These include energy conservation,
adopting new technologies and raising public awareness and
participation.

The Central Government in Bei jing announced its National
Climate Change Programme two years ago. This set out general



objectives in addressing climate change up to 2010, including
a substantial reduction of energy intensity.

So where does Hong Kong fit into this?

Our city is committed to reducing energy intensity by
25% by 2030, using 2005 as a base. It is estimated that some
20 million tonnes of greenhouse gases could be avoided each
year after 2030 by achieving this target.

Our Chief Executive, in his Policy Address last year,
outlined his vision for a low carbon economy in Hong Kong.
He also highlighted our commitment to work with the Guangdong
Provincial Government in achieving a green and quality living
environment in the region. This cross-boundary co-operation
covers areas such as renewable energy, cleaner production
techniques, conservation, scientific research and the
introduction of electric vehicles.

Our common vision is to turn the Pearl River Delta Region
into a cluster of high-tech, low-pollution and
low-energy-consumption cities. The "Shenzhen-Hong Kong
Innovation Circle" is one way we can achieve a brighter future
for our region through co-operation. Under the "Innovation
Circle"” initiative, US firm DuPont recently opened its new
R&D centre for solar energy technology at the Hong Kong Science
Park. The Parks Corporation has also proposed establishing
a Green Tech Cluster at the Science Park. Our aim is to be
a green example for the rest of our region.

Power generation is a major source of air pollution and
greenhouse gas in our region. In Hong Kong an estimated 60%
of greenhouse gas emissions are related to power generation.
In response, we are working on introducing cleaner fuels as
a priority.

Last year, we signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
the National Energy Administration to ensure a long-term and



stable supply of nuclear electricity as well as natural gas.
This will reduce our reliance on coal for generating power.

At the same time, we are encouraging our two companies
that generate power to reduce pollution. Last year, when we
signed the new schemes of control agreements with them, we
linked the permitted rates of return to their environmental
performance. In other words, their profitability depends on
how clean their operations are.

Moving from electricity generation to consumption.
Almost 90% of our electricity is used on buildings.

To make our buildings more energy-efficient, we have
introduced voluntary Building Energy Codes. And we will soon
be introducing legislation to make these codes mandatory.

We have also set up a programme to conduct energy and
carbon audits on buildings. So far, more than 60 organisations
have agreed to become our ""Carbon Audit - Green Partners'.
These include major private developers, professional bodies,
universities, non-profit organisations and other commercial
sectors. They have all agreed to a Carbon Reduction Charter
to either carry out or to promote carbon audits, and take
necessary steps to reduce emissions.

We have provided a total of $450 million to subsidise
building owners to conduct energy-cum-carbon audits and
energy efficiency projects.

We believe increasing energy efficiency of our existing
building stock is equally important as adopting greener
standards in new buildings. We also believe that the
government should take the lead in this. Carbon audits are
being carried out at a number of government buildings. This
will also apply to the new Central Government Complex at Tamar.
We have also identified a new school and the Kai Tak Government
Offices as energy efficiency demonstration projects. These



will serve as examples for private buildings to adopt
environmental designs and techniques.

On the subject of ""green’ buildings, we are grateful for
the valuable work of various bodies such as the HK-BEAM Society,
Business Environment Council and the Professional Green
Building Council.

These organisations, together with the Construction
Industry Council, will soon launch the Hong Kong Green
Building Council. The council will raise awareness of ""green™
buildings among the community and promote international
co-operation on this important topic.

Going beyond individual buildings, we are increasingly
carbon-conscious in developing new areas. These include the
Kai Tak Development at the old airport site 1 just mentioned.
This development will include the city"s first district
cooling system for more efficient air conditioning. We
estimate that the system will use up to 35% less energy than
conventional systems. Another exciting area for '‘green”
building technology is the West Kowloon Cultural District.
We are encouraging designers to come up with innovative as
well as environmentally friendly designs for the master layout
plan for the cultural district.

My final point today is about public transport. Hong Kong
has a huge advantage in this area. The compact nature of our
city and extensive public transport network is a great
energy-saver.

There are more than 11 million passenger journeys made
on public transport every day, or nine out of every 10 passenger
journeys made in the city every day. This includes over 4
million daily trips on the mass transit railway. We are
continuing to expand the rail network both within Hong Kong
and for cross-boundary connections.



At the same time, nearly all of our taxis run on liquefied
petroleum gas. We also have substantial tax incentives for
companies and individuals to change to hybrid and more
fuel-efficient vehicles. There are similar incentives to
encourage the use of cleaner Euro V diesel and phase out
Pre-Euro and Euro I diesel commercial vehicles.

As |1 mentioned earlier, we also intend to be a forerunner
in Asia In introducing zero-emission electric vehicles. We
have made a promising start and we look forward to the results
from our ongoing tests in this area. Although one electric
vehicle today may not make much difference, just imagine what
a fleet of electric taxis, buses or private cars could do for
our environment in the future.

Ladies and gentlemen, 1 have outlined some of our
strategies in working towards a city based on high efficiency
in energy and low carbon emissions. | have also highlighted
the importance of co-operation with our neighbours in
providing a green and clean living environment for our current
and future generations.

I ook forward to hearing your views on establishing a
low carbon economy.

Once again, 1 congratulate the Hong Kong Institute of
Planners on your 30th anniversary and on your choice of venue
for this event.

I wish you all a successful and environmentally friendly
conference.

Thank you.
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