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Smithfield is often mistakenly written as “Smithfield Road”. In
2007, the Government suggested to make adjustments to the
Chinese name of Smithfield and renaming “Smithfield” as
“Smithfield Road”. The renaming has incurred community
objections. As a result, “Smithfield” has been kept while changing
the Chinese name.
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Smithfield intersects with many streets and showcases the

multi-modal public transport services in Hong Kong.
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Smithfield is bestowed with blue-green assets as it connects
verdant hills with the waterfront. Let's stroll along the waterfront
promenade or take a hike up to Pokfulam Road for the greens.
Visit Forbes Street Temporary Playground to take selfies with the
beautiful stone wall trees and flowers. You may spot birds, bees,
butterflies, or even rampaging wild boars.
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Builtin 1995 as the then “The Urban Council Smithfield Complex”, it was
formerly a cattle quarantine depot annexed to the slaughterhouse in
Kennedy Town. The cattle depot was closed down in 1986 and
redeveloped into Kennedy Town Swimming Pool (now relocated),
Smithfield Market and Smithfield Municipal Services Building to
address the shortage of recreational facilities in the Western District.
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Forbes Street
Temporary
Sitting-out Area
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Right next to Exit C of Kennedy Town MTR Station, your eyeballs will
be attracted by the beautiful stone wall trees at Forbes Street
Temporary Playground. As shown on the 1889 Kennedy Town Map,
the area used to accommodate a slaughterhouse as well as sheep
and pig depots. You can still see the relics of the incinerators for
burning animal corpses. Before functioning as the slaughterhouse,
the precinct was a glass and rope factory compound and a plague
hospital. Nowadays, the Forbes Street Temporary Playground is a
popular place for everyone, offering a famous spot for ball games;
ecological, heritage and masonry tours; selfies and filming.
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The Smithfield Sitting-out Area is located at Exit B of
Kennedy Town MTR Station. The sitting-out area
comprises platforms accessible by a lift or stairs. The
open spaces provide breathing spaces and
multi-purpose areas for people to use them in various
ways. It is also a venue for occasional cultural events.
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original reclamation boundary of Victoria Harbour,
which intersects with the Belcher Bay Promenade. It
features multi-purpose spaces, boardwalks, sundeck
benches, pet garden, community farms, etc.

The seaside of Smithfield marks the remains of the I
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It is the smallest and one of the oldest public housing estates built by
the Hong Kong Housing Authority (HKHA). Amazingly, it was built into
a hillside, overcoming geotechnical challenges, back in the 1950s.
More recreational facilities, greening and inclusive design were
added to the Estate in the 2000s. The Estate embraces many
aesthetic elements including the beautiful mosaics at its doorstep.
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Kwun Lung Lau literally means “Watching
Dragon Building” as the block layout resembles a {#&
couching dragon. The lovely dragon mosaic at
the lift lobby was designed by the wife of its
architect, Mr Michael Payne. Built in 1967, it is
one of the first public housing developments
built by the Hong Kong Housing Society (HKHS).
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The building located at 1-15 Smithfield was
built in 1964. It is characterised by a slanted
top, which reflected the practice to “set back”
the top stories of buildings in compliance with
the building codes of the time. This was
basically to allow sunlight penetration for
sanitation reasons.
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The boundary stones used to delineate the boundary of Victoria City in
the bygone era.

Each stone is a prism of about 100 cm tall engraved with “CITY
BOUNDARY 1903". Two of them were located near Kennedy Town, one
in the Kennedy Town Temporary Recreation Ground on Sai Ning Street
and the other on Pok Fu Lam Road.
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Lo Pan Temple is the only temple in Hong Kong for worshipping
the famous saint of builders and constructors, Lo Pan. It was built
in the Qing Dynasty. The location of Lo Pan Temple reflected that
Sai Wan area used to be a gathering place for construction
workers, who contributed to building infrastructures and
community facilities in our city.

PR E DR ERE - BRE NERRA AT LRI
245 (U4 E) REIERRHEFIK o SUBMER Fh 2B S ARk T A’E
I TR R AR FHRAIEIGE

The exact location of the air raid precaution tunnel is still a
mystery, but many suggested that the entrance was somewhere
near Forbes Street Temporary Playground (ex-cattle depot) and the
former Kennedy Town Swimming Pool. Archives suggest that it
used to store dynamites to create firebreak in the urban areas
during World War II.
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Smithfield is an artery of Kennedy Town stretching from Victoria
Harbour to Mount Davis, a reach out to the blue-green assets
of Hong Kong in a glimpse. Through this Code Map, we
cordially invite you to appreciate the unique
characteristics and beauty of Smithfield which embraces
interesting stories of urban evolution:

From a riverine area in the remote west end of Hong
Kong Island to a reclaimed land at “Lap Sap Wan”
(Rubbish Bay) in the 1880s. Then, from a remote
area in the bygone Victoria City packed with
NIMBY (not-in-my-backyard) facilities (e.g.

cattle depot, slaughterhouse, plague hospital
compound) to a thriving residential
neighbourhood comprising both old and

new developments, foodies and art

communities. Smithfield has transformed

from city fringe to a muse filled with
hopes and charm.
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@ =Bitisih Kennedy Town MTR Station
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© ©=-t#@if Bus Terminal
O =42 Tram Terminal
@ +E3EETMBCKE Smithfield Municipal Building
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@ BITRES p You will find the decoding of Smithfield in three colours

() MBI ZXE Cheung Hing Industrial Building Pink from the exteriors of the building S—

. : Blue from the lamposts on Forbes Street and the sea Design Partner and graphics:
EREBENTEERESEE  RRATHEEREEME Sharu Binnong Sikdar
The copyright of this Code Map is owned by the Central Western District Council with sponsorship. . Green from the nature and open space Doris Toi Yee Ng 2t

oo g

i

_ LY B

v

i '
LI RIBEL = R R B




