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Young Planners Group (YPG) is a group of energetic 
and ambitious young planners who care and want 
to plan for the future. 

Here we are glad to present you our second newsletter. We have partici-
pated in series events in the past few months, from attending community 
workshops to organize outreach program and joining exhibition. Hope you 
enjoy our sharing!

RECENT ACTIVITES

Public Engagement - 
Enhancing Land Supply Strategy

Public Engagement - 
Urban Climate Map and Stands for Wind Environment - Feasibility Study

11/12 HK & SZ Bi-City Biennale of Urbanism \ Architecture 

Caring Visit To Caged Home 
Dwellers

& NEXT >>
2012-13 Mentorship Program
YPG 11

th  
Anniversary Party
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A BED
OF LIFE

NOW   23.4.2012
- An Urban Phenomenon of Hong Kong

Available in 2011-12 Hong Kong & Shenzhen Bi-City Biennale of Urbanism \ Architecture

VISIT US AT HONG KONG PIVALION, KOWLOON PARK, TSIM SHA SHUI 

YOUNG PLANNERS GROUP Presents
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Just next to Planning Department Exhibition

>

young
planners
group

The 2011 Hong Kong & Shenzhen Bi-City Biennale of Urbanism and 
Architecture is back again! From now to 23.4.2012, the show is 
ready for you at Kowloon Park, Tsim Sha Shui. This year’s theme is 
“Tri-ciprocal Cities: The Time, The Place, The People”. It examines 
the essence and quality of Hong Kong as a high density and 
people-oriented city, which is regarded as a variation, or extension, 
of the Shenzhen’s theme of “reciprocal”. By exhibiting different 
stories of cities of different biological times around the world, the 
Chief Curators hope to show how the passage of time and vitality of 
citizens influence urbanity and cities.

YPG grabs the chance and join our first exhibition in history. Our 
theme is ‘A BED OF LIFE’. We try to capture the essence of this 
urban phenomenon through defining the “bed” as a unit of space. By 
capturing a “bed” of different types of housing, from caged housing 
to cubicle apartments to mediocre small and medium units in private 
properties to luxurious dwellings, the exhibition features a thought-
provoking spatial experience on how urban spaces should be 
organized in Hong Kong. 

A “bed” refers to a piece of furniture where one relaxes, rests or 
sleeps and it is where one usually spends about one thirds of his/her 
lifetime on.  A standard single bed usually measures 6’3” in length 
and 3’ in width, which in the context of Hong Kong, not only be 
regarded as furniture, but also an unit of accommodation called 
caged housing.   While it may be a paradigm showcasing “the most 
efficient” use of land, it is undoubtedly the most inhumane form of 
living environment.

Let’s take the last chance and visit our exhibition at Hong Kong 
Pavilion at Kowloon Park before it is too late!

PRESS COVERAGE
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A: Caged Home
B: Cubicle Apartments
C: Private Housing Big Unit
D: Private Housing Small Unit
E: Visit us before it is too late!
F: The Cage
G: Information Column of our    
installation

One of the most compelling installation ... illustrating how different strata of Hong Kong live 
within the same space... YPG shows that grass may be greenerm but it isn’t necessarily 
bigger.

...demonstrating the polarization of rich and poor in Hong Kong...

CHINA DAILY HONG KONG EDITION

MILK MAGAZINE

...on one side it is Small Unit for Private Housing, on the other side it is Caged Home. Does 
that conclude the living environment of Hong Kong and Shanghai? 

Ming Pao Daily

...now we get cubicle apartment, caged home. What’s next?...
ORIENTAL DAILY NEWS

The Top 3 of the 15 must-go exhibition in the Biennale... (the exhibition) brings you peronsally 
on the scene to reflect on the urban space of Hong Kong.

U MAGAZINE

‘ A BED OF LIFE’ presents a HK-style humor. By using Cublic Apartment, Caged Home, small 
and big private units, the installation reveal the reality of living space in Hong Kong in a ironic 
way.

THE SUN NEWS

VISIT US AT KOWLOON PARK!
2011/12 HK & SZ Bi-City Biennale of Urbanism \ Architecture
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Afterthoughts
According to the SoCo, there are about 100,000 people live in 
cages and cubicles home in Sham Shui Po, Mong Kok, Kwun 
Tong, To Kwa Wan and Wan Chai.  People choose to live in 
caged-home and cubicles probably because these apartments 
are mostly conveniently located in the urban areas and close to 
where they work.  

While these cramped spaces provide the most affordable 
accommodation for the poor, per square foot they are among 
the most expensive.  Sze Lai-shan of the SoCo said rents for the 
city's cage homes had risen around 20% the past year, with 
some cages renting for up to HK$1,500 per month.

Although Hong Kong has climbed out from the recent economic 
recession, however the economic growth fails to trickle down to 
poorest people and many these social vulnerable groups have 
been left behind.  As a professional planner in Hong Kong, what 
can we do to overcome this social crisis?

A B

C D

A: Event poster
B: Visit to a caged homes at Tai Kok Tsui
C: The iconic cages limiting the living space of dwellers
D: Cubicle homes in North Point

On 14 January 2012, the HKIP Young Planners Group, 
jointly with the Society for Community (‘SoCo’), has organ-
ised its first outreach programme named “Care Visit to 
Caged Dwellers”.  This visit is aimed to show our care and 
together celebrating the Chinese New Year with this group of 
less fortunate fellow citizens. YPG has visited two typical 
types of caged dwellers in Hong Kong including the “Caged-
home” dwellers at Tai Kok Tsui and “Cubicle-home” dwellers 
at North Point.

Visit 1: “Caged-home” dwellers at Tai Kok Tsui
This tenement apartment in Tai Kok Tsui has been further 
subdivided into tiny cages made of wooden planks and rusty 
steel wire mesh, with a sliding door at one end that allows 
the occupants to slide in and out.

Each caged home is approximately 18 sq ft.  All occupants’ 
belongings -- clothes, books, plastic bags, a tired stereo set 
-- is squeezed into this stuffy, sweaty and cramped “home”.  
Occupants must share toilets, washing and kitchen facilities. 
There is no privacy at all and everyone has to pack together 
in a tiny place with poor hygiene condition.

Visit 2: “Cubical-home” dwellers at North Point
This grimy, small privately owned tenement apartment in 
North Point is partitioned into about 15 cubicle homes and 
separated only by flimsy plywood, which provide a modicum 
of privacy as compared with caged-home. Each cubicle 
apartment is about 30sq ft.  Toilet and kitchen facilities are 
shared.

Beyond the dwellings' crushingly small size, residents need 
to battle unbearable hygiene condition, exposure to electri-
cal wires and extreme heat during the humid summer 
months.  One of the occupants told YPG members that the 
temperature inside their cubical home can be three to four 
degrees higher than what they are outside.  'It's really 
uncomfortable, and sometimes I cannot sleep until after 
5am.' he said.

Ms. Sze from SoCo explains the situation of caged home to the visitors

CARING VISIT TO CAGED HOME DWELLERS
2012 Chinese New Year outreach programme
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CAN INDIVIDUAL HELP INCREASE LAND SUPPLY?!
Feedback of the Public Engagment Event of Enhancing Land Supply Strategy

According to the Census and Statistics Depart-
ment, the projected population of Hong Kong is 
estimated to be 8.9 million by 2039. With an 
addition of 1.9 million people, there will be an inevi-
table surging demand for housing, infrastructure, 
social facilities and land for economic development 
etc. Moreover, increasing aspiration in quality living 
of the people also calls for a more spacious living 
environment, open space and leisure facilities and 
which more land is asked for.  In coping with the 
challenge of supplying land, the Government is 
now conducting public engagement for the Enhanc-
ing Land Supply Strategy in order to gathering 
views in the society on various land supply options.  
There are six existing land supply options namely 
rezoning land, land resumption, reuse of ex-quarry 
sites, redevelopment, reclamation and rock cavern 
development. Rock cavern development and recla-
mation are the core of the discussion during the 
Stage 1 engagement. It is considered that these 
two options are able to supply new land in bigger 
scale, more flexible for designated uses (e.g. 
NIMBY) and less hassle involved for land 
resumption/compensation.  
 
Of course, no option is perfect. All the six options 
have their pros and cons. However, one question is 
raised so often during the engagement which was 
probably the fundamental question, i.e. how much 
more land we still need, how much is enough? 

An interesting (political) question, isn’t it? However, 
when we ask the Government how much is 
enough, have we ever asked the same question to 
ourselves? How much do we WANT (right, it is 
WANT of NEED)? It seems that a saying of a great 
ancient Chinese philosopher, ZhuangZi, can 
provide an instant answer to this: “以有涯隨無涯
，殆矣” (Literal translation: it is dangerous to 
pursue endless (wisdom/wants) with limited (life)). 
Is that all? That’s the solution?! Well, not 100%, but 
it can be. Leashing our demand on land at 
individual level may not result in significant change, 
but collectively it will.  It all depends on your dedica-
tion and whether you are willing to give a chance to 
our future generation…..

Take up less land while you are still alive?

 It is dangerous to pursue endless (wisdom/wants) with limited (life)
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With the aim to improve the quality of urban living environment, as 
planners, we understood that there is a need to optimize the planning 
and design of our city to adapt the significant climate changes, especially 
on the facilitation of air ventilation and reduction of thermal load in the 
built environment. Subsequent to the completion of the “Feasibility Study 
for Establishment of Air Ventilation Assessment (AVA) System” (the 
AVAS Study) by the Planning Department in November 2005, a set of 
planning guidelines for promoting better air ventilation was incorporated 
in Chapter 11 of the Hong Kong Planning Standards and Guidelines and 
promulgated in August 2006. Further, as recommended in the AVAS 
Study, there is a need for establishment of an urban climatic map and 
standards for wind environment for Hong Kong.  The Planning Depart-
ment, therefore, commissioned the Chinese University in July 2006 to 
carry out a further detailed study “Urban Climatic Map and Standards for 
Wind Environment – Feasibility Study” (the UCM Study) to look for 
planning and design measures to achieve long-term improvement of the 
urban living environment. 

Under the UCM Study, a Hong Kong Urban Climatic Analysis Map and 
an Urban Climatic Planning Recommendation Map have been formu-
lated based on the analysis of the thermal load and dynamic potential 
characteristics in different areas of Hong Kong.  Recommendations on 
the broad strategic planning actions for district planning have also been 
identified.  To obtain public views and views from different stakeholders 
on the study findings and recommendations under the UCM Study, a 
two-month period of engagement activities, including briefing sessions 
and stakeholders engagement forum have been conducted between 
December 2011 and February 2012.    Members of the YPGC attended 
the stakeholder engagement forum for the UCM Study held on 7 January 
2012.  It was a fruitful forum and participants have actively expressed 
their views, including both positive and negative aspects, on the effec-
tiveness of the urban climatic map as well as the UCM Study as a whole. 

Will urban climate characteristics be considered in the future planning 
process? We’ll see. 

All figures and information are collected from the stakeholders engagement digest of Urban Climatic Map and Standards for Wind Environment - Feasibility Study

A very simple illustration of how Urban Heat Island Effect 
happens in a city

Hong Kong Urban Climatic Planning Recommendation Map

Strategies to Mitigate Thermal Load and Improve Dynamic Potential

A micro-meteorological model ENVI-Met on effects of the amount, 
type and posistion of greening on pedeestrian thermal comfort

Building Permeability for wind 
penetration. Sustainable Building 
Design Guidelines by BD 
suggests building separation that 
provides a permeability equiva-
lent to 20% to 33.3% of the total 
projected facades of the 
buildings.

Proximity to Openness & Connec-
tivity for bringing air ventilation 
into the city by preserving and 
creating breezeways. Greening 
along breezeways, connext green 
spaces through air paths and 
orientate non-building areas 
perpendicular to waterfront and 
vegetated hill slopes may ensure 
cooler and cleaner air

URBAN CLIMATIC MAP & STANDARDS FOR WIND ENVIRONMENT 
– FEASIBILITY STUDY

Feedback of the Public Engagment Event
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2012-13 Mentorship Program

The Mentorship Scheme, as 
always, aims to foster a caring 
and supportive mentor-mentee 
relationship between experi-
enced and younger planners. 
Experiences from previous 
years have revealed that the 
Scheme is very successful in 
fostering dynamic interactions 
between senior and junior 
planners. This year, exciting 
programmes which aim to 
promote versatile interaction 
among mentor-mentee pairs 
are to be unfolded. 

In order to keep our 
"mentor+ship" flowing and 
moving onwards, we now 
launch the coming year Men-
torship Scheme 2012-2013. 
Apart from organizing 
outreaching and creative activi-
ties to foster a closer relation-
ship between mentors and 
mentees, essentially, this 
summer is remarkable for YPG 
as it has been our 11th year of 
establishment since 2001. We 
believe that most of us have 
witnessed the growth of YPG. 

Some unforgettable highlights of the 2011-12’s Mentorship Programme:

Initial Gathering (14/4/2011)

Graffiti Workshop (6/8/2011)

Caged Home Visit (14/1/2012)

YPG 11
th  

Anniversary Party
This summer, the Young Planners Group (YPG) will celebrate the beginning of its second decade in serving young planners of 
Hong Kong. To celebrate the success of the YPG's past decade, we are pleased to inform you that an Anniversary Party will be 
organized together with our Initial Gathering of this year's Mentorship Scheme.

Although more details are yet to be confirmed, please be ready to join us on this special event!

FOR MORE... FIND US ON FACEBOOK
We have a Facebook page to help you to network with fellow young planners in Hong Kong. 
Please feel free to visit us!
Search ‘ HKIP Young Planners Group ’ or simply click ‘http://www.facebook.com/groups/108920739158623/’

& NEXT >>


