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Young Planners Group (YPG) is a group of ener-
getic and ambitious young planners who care 
and want to plan for the future. 

RECENT ACTIVITIES

& NEXT >>
- YPGC 2013-2014 RECRUITEMENT 
- HK-ZH YOUNG PROFESSIONAL DELEGA-
TION TOUR

3. INTERVIEW WITH RESEARCHERS FROM THE NATIONAL UNIVER-
SITY OF SINGAPORE

5. A SHARING SESSION WITH 
SOCIAL WORKERS FROM CARI-
TAS ABERDEEN CENTRE

COMMUNITY PLANNING CORNER

MENTORSHIP CORNER

7. YPG CHRISTMAS PARTY 2012 8. BLOOD DONATION

VI
EW

S 
W

AN
TE

D

8. “Wedding Card Street” or “The Avenue”?OT
HE

RS

9. “EXPERIENCING PUBLIC SPACE” 
EDUCATION SCHEME

1. DIRECTOR’S WORDS TO YOUNG PLANNERS

TOP STORY

1. YPG ANNIVERSARY PARTY 2013 - POWER OF 12

2. FORMER HKIP PRESIDENT’S WORDS TO YPG

3. JOINT INSTITUTIONS VISITS - Ethnic Minorities Tour 

4. JOINT INSTITUTIONS SEMINARS - LAND SUPPLY

5. JOINT INSTITUTIONS PUBLIC FORUM - LAND SUPPLY

6. 2013-14 MENTORSHIP PROGRAM 

7. THE HKCPS COALITION YOUNG PROFESSIONAL GROUP 



YPG NEWSLETTER | HKIP Page 3 | ISSUE 6 | AUGUST.2013

TOP STORY - YPG ANNIVERSARY PARTY 2013!
Power of 12 Party at Energizing Kowloon East Office

On 22 June 2013, YPG organized its 12th Anni-
versary Party with more than 80 members and 
guests at the Energizing Kowloon East Office. 
The party this year has been given the theme 
“Power of 12”. We believe that young planners in 
Hong Kong have various potential competences 
waiting to be revealed. “Power of 12” lays out a 
series of capabilities that we hope will inspire our 
guests to unveil their talents, it also signifies 12 
ways to interact at this annual networking func-
tion. Anyway, it’s summertime. It’s PARTY time!

Power of 12
Vision
“Vision is the art of seeing the invisible.” - Jonathan Swift

Determination 
“Determine that the thing can and shall be done and then 
we shall find the way.” - Abraham Lincoln

Commitment to excellence
“Desire is the key to motivation, but it’s determination 
and commitment to an unrelenting pursuit of your goal - a 
commitment to excellence - that will enable you to attain 
the success you seek.” - Mario Andretti

Action
“A man is but the product of his thoughts what he thinks, 
he becomes.” - Mahatma Gandh

Confidence
“No man can make you feel inferior without your consent.” 
- Eleanor Roosevelt

Courage
“Courage is rightly esteemed the first of human qualities 
because it is the quality which guarantees all others.” - 
Winston Churchill

Creativity
“In every work of genius, we recognize our once rejected 
thoughts.” - Ralph Waldo Emerson

Leadership
“People ask the difference between a leader and a boss. 
The leader leads, and the boss drives.” - Theodore Roo-
sevelt

Passion
“I have no special talents. I am only passionately curious.” 
- Albert Einstein

Perseverance
“One of the most common causes of failure is the habit 
of quitting when one is overtaken by temporary defeat.” 
- Napoleon Hill

Responsibility
“You must take personal responsibility. You cannot change 
the circumstances, the seasons, or the wind, but you can 
change yourself.” – Jim Rohn

Service
“The true leader serves. Serves people. Serves their best 
interests, and in doing so will not always be popular, may 
not always impress. But because true leaders are moti-
vated by loving concern than a desire for personal glory, 
they are willing to pay the price.” - Eugene B. Habecker

 Can you recall what the 12 activities were?
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Party Highlights 
Opening Ceremony

Living Library

One of our 12 activities is the ‘Living Library’, where our 
three guests of honor, Mr. KK Ling, Mr. Raymond Lee and 
Hon. Mr. Tony Tse, became “living books” and share their 
professional knowledge to our the participants in small 
groups. Thanks to the generous contribution of our “Liv-
ing books”, young planners were able to gain new insights 
on their career, society as well as in life.

Mentorship Programme Kick-off

Starting from last year, YPG has combined the kick-
off gathering of one as its most important activities, 
the mentorship programme, with its anniversary party. 
Interaction among mentors and mentees were encour-
aged in the casual party setting. We fervently hope that 
the bond between senior and junior planners would be 
strengthened after the party!

Last but not least, YPG would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to Energizing Kowloon East Office 
for their kind support in providing us with the wonderful venue

TOP STORY - YPG ANNIVERSARY PARTY 2013!
Power of 12 Party at Energizing Kowloon East Office
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2. FORMER HKIP PRESIDENT’S WORDS TO YPG
A Conversation with Dr. Peter Cookson Smith

On 21st May, the YPGC members sat down with 
Dr. Peter Cookson Smith, the then President of 
the Hong Kong Institute of Planners, as he shared 
with us his experience in town planning in Hong 
Kong, as well as his take on some of the current 
town planning issues.

YPGC Members: As you step down from the 
HKIP President position, what is your impres-
sion of HKIP?

Peter: The HKIP is quite different from other institutes 
within our ‘constituency’.  Its basic difference of course is 
that the vast majority of HKIP members work in the public 
sector – directly or indirectly for government.  We lack 
a robust private planning sector in Hong Kong.  I would 
not go so far as to say that this makes the institute less 
independent, but it clearly presents some conflicts in our 
ability to comment on public affairs.  However we gener-
ally manage to overcome this.

There is more work than ever to do in fulfilling our institute 
business, and the issues that we have to deal with and 
the input that Government expects from us in the plan-
ning world get more complex and far-reaching with ev-
ery passing year.  Government’s major development and 
infrastructure projects, particularly regarding long-term 
strategic initiatives, continue to have major implications 
for planning in Hong Kong, and the responsibilities of our 
Institute.

We have no less than 15 Committees, but we also have 
appointed representatives to a number of government 
and institutional bodies, for example the Land and Devel-
opment Advisory Committee, the West Kowloon Cultural 
District Committee, the Harbourfront Commission, the 
Hong Kong Green Building Council and the Hong Kong 
Coalition of Professional Services. 

I would particularly like to mention the Young Planners 
Group.  We are very fortunate in having a large group 
of active and committed young members who not only 
facilitate events connected with continued professional 
development but who also participate in many outreach 
programmes. The YPG has, over the past few months, 
been assisting with a planning initiative to pedestrianise 
Des Voeux Road in Central – orchestrated by the Envi-
ronment Bureau, and we anticipate this being complete 
by the end of August.  There are also two further initiatives 

that I hope will involve some of our young planners over 
the course of the next six months.

The first is the ‘Urban Exchange’ that the HKIP together 
with the Institute of Urban Design and the HK Green Build-
ing Council, have opened up between our City and the 
City of Barcelona.  This was ratified in November 2012 by 
the Chief Secretary, Mrs Carrie Lam in Barcelona.  Plan-
ners and environmentalists from Barcelona have already 
made two trips to Hong Kong this year and with the as-
sistance of Director of Planning KK Ling, and the Head of 
the Kowloon East Development Office Raymond Lee, are 
bringing forward some interesting ideas.  Barcelona have 
suggested that planners from Hong Kong should equally 
examine a large waterfront site in Barcelona and we hope 
to involve some of the YPG members and urban design-
ers in this.

The second is that once again the HKIP is a co-organiser 
of the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Biennale, and I sit on the 
Organising Committee.  A Curator has recently been ap-
pointed and we are working on a schedule that will prob-
ably involve at least two venues – one of them Kowloon 
East.  This event will commence in December this year, 
and we hope that the YPG will contribute to this as they 
did two years ago to the successful Biennale in Kowloon 
Park.

YPGC Members: Do you find that Planning 
Mechanisms in Hong Kong restricted your cre-
ativities in Urban Design projects? And how do 
you overcome it?

Peter: Probably going back to the 19th century, but cer-
tainly in the post-war period, income from land and related 
charges has made up a large percentage of government 
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2. FORMER HKIP PRESIDENT’S WORDS TO YPG
A Conversation with Dr. Peter Cookson Smith

revenue.  Add in premium payments and the profit tax from 
developers and government’s ability to control the sup-
ply of new building land, and we have a situation where 
planning mechanisms are bound to be unduly linked to 
land use control mechanisms.  Thus planning in Hong 
Kong necessarily relates more to control in accordance 
with statutory measures, so that a combination of zoning 
and regulatory factors is clearly going to restrict what we 
might call really creative urban design.  It is not merely 
that all urban land is zoned, but that all private sites are 
designated an actual development value through plot ra-
tio and site coverage.  This is of course the reason why it 
is difficult to preserve older buildings, when the monetary 
value of the buildings is many times less than the value 
of the sites they are sitting on.  This not only affects the 
way we plan, but the overall approach to city building.  A 
lot of freedom in terms of physical planning and creative 
thinking goes out of the window.  It is not so much that 
planning mechanisms work against good urban design, 
it is that the planning process itself, through the reasons 
I have spelled out, has become progressively less pro-
active and increasingly bound up with control, enforce-
ment, and the jigsaw puzzle game of ensuring that all the 
multitude of parts don’t contravene regulations and ways 
of doing things that have become set in stone.  The result 
is that we end up with overly functional and rationalised 
environments, and the city itself takes on increasingly un-
differentiated characteristics.  There are of course other 
factors, such as the workings of the Town Planning Board, 
but perhaps I had better not get into that.

Looking back at the way Hong Kong has had to cope 
with historical problems, undoubtedly the main creative 
initiative was the new town programme.  It was not what 
brought me to Hong Kong in the first place, but it was what 
made me stay and set up a firm, URBIS.  Our first studies 
for towns such as Tai Po, Fanling/Shek Wu Hui and others 
represented planning in its widest sense – examining all 
issues of urban design for new development areas and 
expanded market towns set within a wide hinterland.  We 
carried out design, recreation and landscape studies but 
also detailed investigations of village development, agri-
culture, hydrology, vegetation and even extensive fung 
shui surveys.  We proposed and then built the first cycle-
track systems, waterfront promenades and town parks, 
and later moved on to town centre design.  We used to 
bring in experts to do some of the assessments such as 
land management, and economic advisers.  But probably 
the best thing in a working context was the challenge it-

self.  We had to think on our feet because the planning 
situation was constantly changing.  We regularly had a 
phone call from a Project Manager on a Monday morning 
to say that the Governor had been walking in the Pat Sin 
Hills on Sunday with a pair of binoculars, and wanted to 
see more progress.

YPGC Members: What is your take on 
the housing problem?

Peter: It depends on how we define ‘problem’. From 
what I said previously it is not hard to see first why hous-
ing units, both public and private, are so small, and sec-
ond why they are so expensive. The long-term reliance 
on the property market has produced a low tax regime, 
but on the other hand has fostered an institutional bias 
in favour of high property prices.  We mistakenly slowed 
down the process of building Home Ownership flats, while 
more than 90 per cent of private flats probably fall into 
the category of ‘shoebox units’.  Inevitably private housing 
has been looked at as an investment, while half our popu-
lation are depending on public housing which is, in effect, 
a subsidy.  This has perpetuated a serious wealth gap 
in the community, but also a gap in public expectations.  
Right now even students are putting their names on the 
PH waiting list.  At the same time there has been a shift in 
economic terms and probably social terms too.  Right now 
a lot of lower income jobs have simply disappeared and 
we now have a high-end service industry that we need to 
sustain.
When we first started to design new towns, the average 
size of a private residential flat which we used for our 
planning and economic projections was 50 sq m.  Last 
year the average size of a new-built flat was 47.5 sq m.  
In 30 years or more we haven’t raised the bar.

My take on the existing problem is that we need to be 
developing certain New Development Areas, but we need 
to bear in mind two other factors: first we need to be con-
cerned with quality, not merely quantity of housing; sec-
ond Hong Kong is in a different position than it was in 
the 1970s.  We have an increasingly porous boundary 
and we are positioned at one end of a Pearl River Delta 
which is changing by the day.  We cannot adopt a fortress 
inevitability.  We have to look at the betterment of Hong 
Kong in every way.  Of course to a large extent we are 
living with the residue of a colonial system that placed 
a high value on a laissez-faire economy.  We now just 
about head the list of the world’s laissez-faire economies, 
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but are near the bottom in the wealth-gap table.  There is 
always a price to pay.  The fact that in many ways both our 
city and rural environment is deteriorating through lack 
of attention and seeming inability to resolve matters of 
concern, continues to worry me.

YPGC Members: What is your opinion on land 
uses underneath flyovers?

Peter: We have been surprisingly slow in Hong Kong to 
utilise space which is technically both available and comes 
more or less as a ‘bonus’ in terms of effective utilisation 
of land.  Although we do have some examples of building 
underneath flyovers these are essentially afterthoughts.  
This type of issue really needs to be built into our planning 
approach so we take a holistic view of the urban environ-
ment and the opportunities available.  Travelling around 
Asian cities we see great examples of space utilisation 
under elevated roads and rail alignments – for example 
along the rail corridors of Ameyoko and Shinbashi in To-
kyo, where long and previously unused corridors have 
became vibrant market and restaurant areas.

The most obvious possibility in Hong Kong is the one ki-
lometre area below the elevated highway adjacent to the 
promenade and water basin in Kwun Tong.  In terms of 
Energising Kowloon East this is one way to go about it, 
and perhaps we could come up with a totally different type 
of land-water interface that could set a precedent.  But 
we also need to have the courage of our convictions and 
have ‘champions’ who will push these things.  Perhaps 
the future use of some of this area for the Hong Kong/
Shenzhen Biennale will help.
 
YPGC Members: Is the bureaucracy hindering 
the developments?

Peter: We need more ‘joined together’ thinking.  This has 
been the case for a long time – our policy ‘silos’ are well 
known and up to a point we expect Bureaux and Depart-
ments to fulfil their modus operandi.  Arguably what we 
need, but are unlikely to get, is the equivalent of a Mayor 
or Commissioner for the City who would stand up for bet-
terment of the city as a whole and try to reconcile all de-
velopment in the best public interest.  I experienced Lon-
don without such a person and it is surprising how quickly 
things deteriorate.  We used to have an Urban Council in 
Hong Kong that acted on behalf of the urban area itself.  
One thing we have to learn is the art of compromise – we 

cannot expect one hundred present efficiency and func-
tionality for example from our road or surface transport 
system without paying a price in terms of urban environ-
ment and amenity.

Another issue of course is public consultation which ap-
pears to have taken on a life of its own.  The process 
itself has completely overwhelmed the product.  We are 
to the best of my knowledge the only city in the world 
who now regularly consults the wider public on just about 
anything to do with planning, while at the same time hav-
ing no clear idea how to reconcile comments, and even 
less of a rationale for introducing proper community and 
participatory planning into our regeneration process as 
now practiced in virtually all western cities.  This is why 
the HKIP hosted a conference last year on the subject.  
We clearly have to acknowledge the delicate political situ-
ation in Hong Kong, but there is much we can actually 
learn from the Mainland.  I have worked in China on and 
off for more than 30 years and in that time cities have 
been transformed through progressively refined planning 
mechanisms in relation to regeneration, conservation and 
waterfront planning.  The system at present is not merely 
hindering the ability to get things done, it is stifling it.

YPGC Members: Thank you for joining us for the inter-
view, it has really been a pleasure interviewing you.
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3.JOINT INSTITUTIONS VISITS - Ethnic Minorities Tour 
Let understand our city more

Since the migration of local factories to the Main-
land in the 1990s, former industrial area near Ping 
Lai Path has slowly evolved into a Pakistani focal 
point. Today, there are as many as 2 mosques, 
3 restaurants and 10 shops forming, a Pakistani 
cluster in the street blocks of Ping Lai Path and 
Ping Fu Path. Regular guided tours to the area 
have been offered to members of the general 
public since 2010 in order to help promote multi-
culturalism in the local community as well as the 
wider society of Hong Kong. In efforts to foster 
interaction between local professionals and allow 
them to explore the lifestyle and culture of ethnic 
minorities in the community, a tour was organized 
on 25th May, 2013 to experience the everyday 
life of the Pakistanis living in Ping Lai Path and 
North Kwai Chung. A total of 45 young profes-
sionals from the institutes of planners, landscape 
architects, engineers, architects and surveyors 
participated in the event. 

During the tour, an orientation about the middle-east cul-
ture was shared by a Pakistani and then followed with a 
Henna workshop. The tour concluded with an enjoyable 
lunch at a local Pakistani restaurant 

It was a tremendous day to explore a different lifestyle in 
Hong Kong and we would like to give special thanks to 
those who participated. 

Click to see our event photos: 
http://m.facebook.com/hkypg?v=photos&psm=default&al
bum=a.426633147433702.1073741833.2449561556014
03&refid=17

Visit to caged-homes, an exhibition raising awareness on housing development at the HK-SZ Bien-
nale 2012, educational workshops on urban planning with children and secondary school students, com-
munity planning and design workshops in Sai Wan and Tin Shui Wai … YPG has been in close contact with lo-
cal communities in the past year. Since late 2011, YPG has strived to promote the presence of urban planners 
in Hong Kong. Through activities of various scales, we aim to raise awareness of Hong Kong people on plan-
ning issues and offer assistance to local needs in fulfilling our social responsibility as future professionals.

Cheers Young Professionals!

Young Planners joinning the tour

Enjoy our food!

Ladies are so into Henna, which is the traditional Pakistani art
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Recently, the Government conducted the Stage 
2 Public Engagement on Enhancing Land Supply 
Strategy by Reclamation outside Victoria Harbour 
and Rock Cavern Development to introduce po-
tential reclamation and rock cavern development 
sites, and to consult the public on the issues to 
be covered in the forthcoming technical studies 
of each potential site in order to confirm the engi-
neering feasibility. 

In response to the Government’s public engagement ac-
tivities while keeping professionals updated of the plan-
ning and engineering advancements/ issues in Hong 
Kong land forming proposals, the Civil Division of the 
Hong Kong Institute of Engineers (HKIE) had co-orga-
nized three technical seminars from April to May 2013 
with the Hong Kong Institute of Planners (HKIP) Young 
Planners Group Committee (YPGC) and the HKIE Young 
Members Committee.

This first seminar which featured Mr. David C. M. LAM of 
the Planning Department and Ir Daniel T. L. LAU of the 
Highways Department discussed the history and previous 
cases of land-forming in Hong Kong, of which Hong Kong 
has undergone significant growth. Some insights into the 
future were given as well. The speakers also covered the 
importance of public participation in big infrastructure proj-
ects, such as the case study on the public participation in-
volved with the implementation of the Central – Wan Chai 
Bypass & Island Eastern Corridor Link, and outlined some 
considerations for the future land formation initiatives. 
The second seminar focused on the development of cav-
erns and featured Ir Mark WALLACE and Mr. Thomas 
BUSH. Some thoughts on how the use of rock cavern de-

4. JOINT INSTITUTIONS SEMINARS
Three Seminars on Land Supply Strategy 

velopment could impact and affect Hong Kong in terms 
of economic, social and environmental benefits were dis-
cussed, along with some of the constraints and impacts 
that need to be addressed. A number of impressive un-
derground facilities were also introduced and presented 
in the seminar to provide members of HKIE and HKIP 
(who will be central in Hong Kong’s future rock cavern 
development) with inspiration to take forward into their 
works on current and upcoming projects.  
The third seminar of the series featured Ir. Terence 
LEUNG and Ir. Henry SHIU, who focused on the topic 
of reclamation. General concepts and types of shoreline 
development were presented, and the concept of Design 
with Nature and possible applications in Hong Kong wa-
ters was addressed. The constraints and challenges that 
the government had faced when searching potential rec-
lamation sites were also discussed, along with the major 
considerations of the five potential sites identified under 
the Land Supply Study.

Throughout the three seminars, the YPGC had taken part 
in the planning, promotion and logistics that were vital 
for the success of the events. It was a great opportunity 
for the YPGC along with attendees from HKIP to engage 
with the ongoing discussions and debates that surround 
the major infrastructure projects in the city, while sharing 
and working hand-in-hand with our engineering counter-
parts to strive for a future Hong Kong we can all welcome.



YPG NEWSLETTER | HKIP Page 10 | ISSUE 6 | AUGUST.2013

CO
M

M
UN

IT
Y 

PL
AN

NI
NG

 C
OR

NE
R

As a follow-up action to the three seminars on the topic 
of “Hong Kong Land Supply”, Civil Division and Young 
Members Committee of Hong Kong Institute of Engineer 
and YPGC organized a public forum on the same topic on 
26 May 2013 at Hong Kong Science Museum. The public 
forum aims to provide a platform to exchange views not 
only among academia, engineers and planners, but also 
interacting with the general public on the controversial 
topic. 

Ir. Leo LEUNG, Prof. Kenneth LEUNG and Dr. CHAN 
Hong Fai shared their professional views in with the public 
during the forum. In particular, Ir. LEUNG, as an engineer 
who grown up in Hong Kong, shared his insight in artificial 
reef and artificial islands and the opportunities that would 
come along with land forming. Prof. Kenneth LEUNG, in 
contrary, as a Marine and Biological Science specialist, 
shared with us his concern on artificial land forming which 
will irreversibly destroy the environment, species and ge-
netic diversity. Dr. CHAN as an engineer, concluded by 
suggesting to the government to balance the interests of 
different stakeholders and if reclamation is to be done, to 
provide scientific data for General Public to monitor the 
marine environment and resources. 

A public sharing session was arranged for General Public 
to discuss directly with the speakers. While some audi-
ences shared views and concerns on the interruption of 
Chinese White Dolphin by reclamation at Siu Ho Wan, 
some showed their support to reclamation. The public 
sharing session was well received with wide topics re-
lated land forming was being discussed. 

It is a good experience for YPGC to jointly organize the 
three technical seminars and the public forum with HKIE. 
We are looking forward to co-organizing other activities 
with the Institute in coming future. 

5. JOINT INSTITUTIONS PUBLIC FORUM
Public forum on Land Supply Strategy 
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Mentorship program 2013-2014 is offically launched in 
23.6.2013 at the YPG Anniversary Party 2013. To main-
tain a better communication and interaction between 
mentors and mentees, YPG has introduced a new ar-
rangement for the Mentorship Programme. We keep the 
one-to-one mentor and mentee pairs, but several pairs 
could form a family, so that the mentees have their own 
‘Big Brothers / Sisters’ while enjoying connection and in-
teraction with other mentors. Three pairs, for example, 
will form a group. Mentees can, therefore, have a close 
connection among group members and also a designat-
ed mentor individually. We hope that this will enhance the 
mentor-mentee relationship and further promote a group 
spirit by joining various types of mentorship activities.

More events will be organized for mentors and mentees 
in the coming years! We would also like to remind the 
mentees to take your first steps to get know to your men-
tors! 

6.2013-14 MENTORSHIP PROGRAM 
is launched!

MENTORSHIP CORNER
Mentorship scheme has become an annual event of YPG. Experiences from previous years have revealed 
that the Scheme is very successful in fostering dynamic interactions between mentors and mentees. Over the 
years, we have paired up hundreds of mentors and mentees. Experiences and wisdom of our senior mentors are 
passed to many young planners. This corner will share events of the mentorship scheme as a record of mentoring. 

More events will be coming up! Stay Tuned!
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Officially established on 22nd November 2001, the Hong 
Kong Coalition of Professional Services (HKCPS)is a non-
profit organization which aims to promote the common 
interests of professionals in Hong Kong. It includes pro-
fessionals ranging from town planner, surveyor, architect, 
engineer, landscape architect, doctor, lawyer, accountant, 
barrister, dentist to company secretary. To provide a more 
well-rounded professional development for young planners, 
YPG continues to look for new cooperative opportunities 
with various organizations to bring in new learning and shar-
ing experiences. 

In 2012, the Coalition Young Professional Group (CYPG) 
was formed under the HKCPS and YPG will continue to 
strengthen our connection with other professionals and en-
hance “Planners” reputation among the other professional 
institutions. To enhance connection between the HKCPS 
directors and CYPG representatives, there will be more so-
cial events, professional-related activities and community 
service events for our members to join. This long-term rela-
tionship among different professionals will also benefit our 
young planners who wish to expand their network.

This seminar & networking event was the first event or-
ganized by CYPG and was successfully held in Zero 
Carbon Building in Kowloon Bay with a full house of 150 
participants from 11 professional institutions. The seminar 
provided a great platform to exchange ideas and views 
on sustainable development in Hong Kong from an envi-
ronmental and business perspective. We also like to give 
thanks to the three distinguished guest speaker who gave 
inspiring topics on how to achieve common goal of sus-
tainable city, Ms. Christine Loh (JP, OBE, Under Secretary 
for the Environment, Government of the HKSAR), Ir Con-
rad Wong (JP, chairman of Hong Kong Green Building 
Council), and Ms. Susanna Chiu (President of the Hong 
Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants). 

7.THE HKCPS COALITION YOUNG PROFESSIONAL GROUP 
 Sustainable City in 2030 Seminar 
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8.VIEWS WANTED -
“Wedding Card Street” or “The Avenue”?

The former Lee Tung Street, which was known as 
the “Wedding Card Street” (囍帖街), has been 
renamed to “The Avenue” (囍歡里). Neglecting 
the controversy of the urban renewal project co-
ordinated between the Urban Renewal Author-
ity, the Sino Group and Hopewell Holdings Ltd., 
the new name draws public attention to the once 
iconic neighborhood. 

The neighborhood was not a planned development, but 
rather organic in terms of competitive advantage in busi-
ness. It is a living proof that good planning has to begin 
with people and community. Lee Tung Street used to be 

a street of 200m in length with a concentration of shops 
which specialized in publication, especially wedding cards. 
The specialization has created a strong and distinctive im-
age for Lee Tung Street being the spot where necessities 
for Chinese wedding could be found. The nostalgia shared 
among the public is understandable as the project itself 
stirred up social debate on the value of the neighborhood 
and community. It is a valuable lesson to be learnt where 
the community has taken a proactive part in the planning 
process. Although, their plan was not selected, this ex-
ample demonstrates that the social fabric of Hong Kong 
still exists and collective memory could transpire beyond 
concrete structure. 

The renewal project named “The Avenue” is a 3-storey 
development with a portion of the mall named “The Av-
enue Walk”. The mall willprovide about 70 shops and the 
project is expected to be completed in 2015. The Chinese 
name of the project is translated as the alley of wedding 
and happiness which is understandable in the context 
of the business strategy of the mall being specialized at 

providing wedding-related shops and services. However, 
the Chinese pronunciation is tricky as it sounds the same 
as I like you. The public response is not as pleasing as 
most criticize the name is disrespectful for the history of 
the street while some criticize whether it is necessary to 
rename it in the first place. 

The new development will be managed by property man-
agement company. It is foreseen that it will come in a 
monogenic streetscape that is found in most of the luxu-
rious shopping malls in Hong Kong. The once Wedding 
Card Street will only be a part of our memories. The shops 
in former Lee Tung Street were forced to close down and 
residents were forced to move out to facilitate the renewal 
project. The urban fabric has been dissolved and replaced 
with the Avenue which is merely a development that tries 
to mimic its counterpart in the past and offers very limited 
continuality in conserving the heritage. Maybe it is still too 
soon to make a conclusion on whether renewal projects 
like this could successfully retain the value we considered 
essential to the Hong Kong culture, more participation and 
engagement from the public (especially the community in 
the neighborhood) will definitely foster a vibrant street uti-
lized by active activities.

A line of lyric from a Hong Kong Popsong, making fun of 
the name of Avenue Walk. source: https://www.facebook.com/photo.ph
p?fbid=530658547001270&set=a.530630190337439.1073741826.530611843672
607&type=1&theater
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WHAT IS NEXT?

FOR MORE... FIND US ON FACEBOOK
 

Search ‘ HKIP Young Planners Group ’ or simply click 

Please feel free to visit us at http://www.facebook.com/hkypg  

Are you a passionate young planner with a heart of gold?
Are you organized, creative and dependable?
Do you wish to expand your professional network? 

Then come and join us and become a YPG Committee 
Member!  We are currently recruiting new bloods to join us 
in our effort to bring young planners together and to do our 
part in the community. 

If you have any question regarding a position on the YPGC, 
please free feel to contact Mathew Fung, Edwin Tang or 
Louis Cheung via aforementioned email address. 

Visit our facebook page to find out more about us!

YPG is going to coorganize a delegation tour to Zhuhai with 
other young construction professionals in October 2013. 
The tour will focus on the planning and positioning of Zhu-
hai and Hengqin, distinction between national planning and 
local planning, introduction to Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge etc. 

The two-day tour will be coorganized by Hong Kong institute 
of Landscape Architect, Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors, 
Hong Kong Institute of Architects and Hong Kong Institute 
of Planners. More details will be announced to you by the 
end of August. Please stay tuned with us for more informa-
tion. 

YPGC 2013 - 2014 RECRUITMENT

HK-ZH YOUNG PROFESSIONAL DELEGATION TOUR

http://www.facebook.com/hkypg
http://www.facebook.com/hkypg
http://www.facebook.com/hkypg

