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Welcome Message
 
The success of 2013 YPG’s program was due 
in large part to the dedication and energy 
of the members’ participants. However, all 
the tasks and achievements in the past year 
could not have been accomplished without 
the dedication and commitment from the 
YPG committee members and we would 
like to express our gratitude to them.
 
YPG’s activities have been designed 
speci�cally for planners to encourage active 
participation and shared learning in a 
relaxed and informal environment.  With 
the continued support and encouragement 
from HKIP members, we are looking 
forward to enjoy a series of special events 
and activities with you in 2014.
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Cover Story

“From your point of view, what is the 
major difference between Hong Kong 
and China Planning system?” an 
audience asked after our sharing.

It is always not easy to illustrate the 
difference of two planning systems 
under different context. We, Young 
Planners Group – China Planning 
Conference working team, tried to focus 
on a common issue that generated 
during city re-/development and hoped 
to initiate discussion through sharing the 
experience in Hong Kong to the 
audience from Mainland China.

This year we use “Made in Hong Kong 香
港營造” as our topic to echo with our 
theme “Place Making”. Instead of 
introducing the rules and regulations in 
Hong Kong, we selected three places i.e. 
Stanley, SOHO and Lee Tung Street, to 
analyze from historical and ecological 
perspectives, hence bringing out the 
core element of place making 
“People-oriented” throughout the 
sharing. We also illustrate our answer of 
“What is Place Making?” while 
evaluating these places. We believed 
that every place has its own story and 
which helps itself to evolve into a better 
place equipped with unique character. In 
order to present a comprehensive story 
for each case, we spent more than 6 

months to conduct desktop research, 
interviews and on-site survey for finding 
the missing piece in each storyline. It is 
an interesting exercise to re-understand 
our living place, especially the old 
districts, through comparing the 
planned scheme and existing status, as 
well as finding out the contributors from 
different sectors. Apart from sharing the 
stories in Hong Kong to the audience, we 
have learnt a lot on the way for shaping 
the community as well appreciating the 
planning mode in Hong Kong.

Under the guidance of Mr. K K Ling, 
President Raymond Lee, Ms. Eunice Mak 
and Mr. Lawrence Chau, we tried to use 
a more interactive presentation style 
integrated with different media aid to 
enrich audience visual perception. 
Fortunately, we received positive 
response from the audience and 
obtained a fruitful discussion during the 
question and answer session.

Every place has its own story

After the 30 minutes discussion, we 
noticed that most of the audiences were 
interested in how public engagement 
could be integrated in Hong Kong’s 
planning system. Perhaps this gives us 
some hints to explore our topic in the 
coming year.

Annual National Planning Conference 2013 
Qingdao . China 
Annual National Planning Conference 2013 
Qingdao . China 
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Global Watch 

The impact of Sichuan Earthquake in 
2008 was not only felt through the death 
toll but also the great destruction to the 
infrastructure and its corresponding 
socio-economic loss.  From tragedy comes 
opportunities.  The quake offered an 
opportunity to reconstruct and redevelop 
the urban layout in the affected areas to 
achieve high seismic standards and better 
optimization of land uses.  In light of this, 
the Civil Division of the Hong Kong 
Institute of Engineers (HKIE), the HKIE 
Young Members Committee, and the Hong 
Kong Institute of Planners (HKIP) Young 
Planners Group Committee (YPGC) had 
co-organized a seminar on "A Significant 
Case in China Rural Panning - Beichuan 
Reconstruction in Sichuan" on 7 
November 2013.  The speaker, Mr. YIN 
Huiliang, Deputy Director from China 
Academic of Urban Planning & Design, 
had shared his hands on experience on the 
Beichuan project from planning to 
implementation stage in the seminar.  

Lessons were learned on the disaster 
recovery plan in strengthening the liveli-
hood of the rural neighbourhoods, 
providing new cultural and public services 
facilities, and restoring the ecological 
landscape in Beichuan.   Other highlights 
included the discussion on the speed and 
efficiency in coordinating works between 
government related agents, the private 
sector and the affected population, as 
well as providing different strategies to 
confront different challenges throughout 
the reconstruction process.  At the end of 
the seminar, Mr. K.K. LING, Director of 
Planning Department, delivered a thank 
you speech to Mr. YIN addressing his 
effort in this significant case of rural plan-
ning in China.  With concerted efforts of 
planners and engineers, cities were 
reconstructed and hope reborn in 
Sichuan. 

Opportunity to reconstruct and 
redevelop the urban layout in 
the affected areas 

Seminar on "A Significant Case in China 
Urban and Rural Planning- Beichuan 
New Town Reconstruction in Sichuan "

Seminar on "A Significant Case in China 
Urban and Rural Planning- Beichuan 
New Town Reconstruction in Sichuan "
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From 30.8.2013 to 1.9.2013, our                     
members participated in the Guangzhou 
Technical Tour (「建築、測量及都市規
劃界–青年專才廣州考察團」). The tour 
is the first ever event which was 
co-organized by the four young member 
groups of HKIA, HKIS, HKILA and HKIP 
together with the Hon. Tony Tse. 

In the trip, we visited the Guangzhou 
planning officials and knew more about 
the latest planning development in 
Guangzhou, for instance, the master 
planning of Zhujiang New Town, landscape 
planning, heritage conservation policies 
for Xiguan Houses, etc. 

It is glad that we received encouraging 
feedback from members after the tour. 
YPG will definitely continue to organize 
more technical tours for HKIP members in 
the future.

With the successful experience in the 
Guangzhou trip, on 19.11.2013 and 
20.11.2013, the HKIA, HKIS, HKILA and 
HKIP joined hands to organize the Joint 
Institute Zhuhai Technical Exchange Study 
Tour (港珠青年規劃建造專業人士交流
團) to broaden our network with the 
Mainland counterparts for knowledge 
exchange in various professional fields.

We learnt about the future developments 
in the Pearl River Delta and shared our 
views with the Mainland officials by 
actively participating in the sharing 
sessions at the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao 
Bridge Zhuhai Office (港珠澳大橋辦), 
Hengqin New Area Administrative 
Committee Office (橫琴新區管委會), 
Zhuhaishi LinYeJu (珠海市林業局) and 
large-scale residential developments in 
Zhuhai.

The Technical Exchange Study Tour to 
Zhuhai has granted our young members a 
chance to enhance our understanding on 
new initiatives, current policies and 
future developments in the Mainland 
China, as well as to express our 
experience and share our professional 
practices for the Mainland counterparts 
to consider and review.

Visits to Mainland China Visits to Mainland China 

Guangzhou Technical Tour Joint Institute Zhuhai Technical Exchange Study Tour
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Global Watch 

To prepare the Symposium for the 
“Hong Kong - Barcelona: Urban Exchange 
Platform”, a task-force including our HKIP 
members and professionals from HKIUD 
and GBC was formed. 

In November 2013, the task-force 
members joined the overseas tour led by 
President Raymond Lee and Immediate 
Past President Peter Cookson Smith to 
Barcelona. 

During the tour, we had meetings with the 
government officials and professionals 
from the Barcelona Regional, Urban 
Development Agency. We exchanged our 
ideas and made a presentation to the 
Spanish counterparts for the draft report. 
Apart from the fruitful meetings, we also 
visited the study site at Litoral Morrot to 
get the first-hand information for further 
investigation.

“Hong Kong - Barcelona: Urban Exchange 
Platform” was established due to the 
memorandum of understanding signed by 
the Governments of Barcelona and Hong 
Kong in 2012, which the City of Barcelona 
and Hong Kong would foster a closer 
collaboration in the exchange of expertise 
and experience on harbourfront planning 
and development as well as urban design 
and regeneration.

The Symposium will be held in 
February 2014. More details 
are forthcoming

Symposium for the “Hong Kong - 
Barcelona: Urban Exchange Platform”
Symposium for the “Hong Kong - 
Barcelona: Urban Exchange Platform”
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Apart from broadening the social network 
among young planners, YPG also helps 
sharing experiences and generating 
knowledge for our members. To support our 
young member in achieving full membership 
in HKIP and RTPI, YPG organized an 
experience sharing night in HKIP office on 2 
Sep 2013.

We understand that many young would-be 
planners worry so much about the interview 
with HKIP Membership Board or the 
Assessment of Professional Competence 
(APC) of RTPI. YPG, therefore, invite the 
newly chartered planners, Apo Wai (HKIP Full 
Member, 2013), Daniel Tang (RTPI Chartered 
Planner, 2012) and Steven Siu (RTPI 
Chartered Planner, 2012, & HKIP Full 
Member, 2013) to share their latest first-hand 
experience on the HKIP interview and RTPI 

APC submission with our members. It was a 
causal and interactive sharing which attracted 
not only those who were preparing the 
interview or APC submission but also fresh 
graduates of urban planning. We believe all 
the attendants have gained a lot as they asked 
questions enthusiastically. Lastly, we have to 
thank Apo, Daniel and Steven again for 
sharing their tips and experiences on 
acquiring HKIP or RTPI membership.

YPG has started Year 2014 with our �rst 
Little Planners Workshop on 4.1.2014. Ten 
kids joined us at the Changing Young Lives 
Foundation on this beautiful Saturday 
afternoon. We started the workshop with a 
simple introduction to urban planning, 
followed by a walk in Pak Tin Estate and an 
interactive group work section. YPG hopes 
to continue this community service tradi-
tion in nurturing the next generation, and 
we are trying to make this annual event a 
bi-monthly one.

HKIP & RTPI Membership 
Experience Sharing
HKIP & RTPI Membership 
Experience Sharing

Little Planners WorkshopLittle Planners Workshop
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YPG organized a happy hour gathering on 
4th October 2013 to celebrate the opening 
of the new HKIP Office.  The gathering was 
the kick-off of the housewarming event 
series.  We shared delicious food and 
free-flowing wine with 30+ familiar faces.  
The new Office was warmed with laughter 
and all of us had a relaxing Friday evening.

Back in December 2011, YPG organized 
a Christmas Party for a group of 
underprivileged students from Sun Wui 
Commercial Society School (please refer to 
YPG newsletter July, 2012). With the 
overwhelming support from our fellow 
HKIP members, friends and families, YPG 
were able to run a successful Christmas 
Party and utilized the “huge” surplus in 
setting up more than 2 rounds of 
scholarship. The scholarship aims to 
provide financial support and 
encouragement to students.

On 10.07.2013, the scholarship was 
successfully presented to the 5 students 
from primary 5/6  at the graduation 
ceremony of Sun Wui Commercial Society 
School, providing them with HKD $800 
each in the academic year of 2013-2014.  
Awards and certificates were presented to 
the awardees by Mr. Jimmy Leung, SBS, JP; 
Past President of HKIP; former Director of 

Planning, HKSAR and Mr. Edwin Tang, 
Co-Chairman of YPG. 

YPG would like to acknowledge the 
generous and continued support from our 
fellow members, not only in this 
scholarship, but also in the series of charity 
events organized by YPG throughout the 
years. We fervently hope that this 
scholarship will serve as a starting point to 
inspire, encourage and assist more 
students in future.

New HKIP Office 
Housewarming Party
New HKIP Office 
Housewarming Party

HKIP-YPG Donor Scholarship
Our SECOND scholarship
HKIP-YPG Donor Scholarship
Our SECOND scholarship
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2013.08.03
Young Coalition Professional 
Group (YCPG) Youth Forum 2013 
- Opportunities and Challenges 
of the Young Professionals

2013.08.05
A Tour of URA’s adaptive re-use project 
at Mallory Street and Burrows Street, 
Wan Chai

2013.11.09
ORBIS Moonwalkers 2013

2013.12.19
Oyster Shucking and 
Tasting Workshop

2014.01.04
Commencement of 
Little Planners 
Workshop Series 2014

2014.01.16
YPG Career Talk for 
Students from HKU

2013.07.18
Let’s go “R” – “Meet the Professionals” 
Networking Party 2013

Recent EventsRecent Events
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Upcoming Events

Please feel free to visit us at http://www.facebook.com/hkypg  
FOR MORE...... FIND US ON FACEBOOK


