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Following the success of previous issue in February, the YPG newsletter further 
presents interesting topics to all readers. “The Invisible Space” has been chosen as the 
top story of this issue. Many people may have the perception that Hong Kong lacks 
spaces for various activities, but is that the truth? We may �nd out the answer 
together after reading this newsletter. There are also updates of activities carried out 
by the YPG in the past few months. Let’s �nd yourself from the photos!
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G olden rays beam through windows of 
the concrete jungle while black shades of 
skyscrapers shadows over the Island’s 
congested avenues. It is no doubt that 
Hong Kong is a famous world city, 
especially as a compact city. In order to 
achieve steady economic development 
under the limitations of developable land 
and high density, we have to rely on a 
comprehensive planning system. By 
following the script of our statutory 
planning system, we are able to monitor 
the developments, ensure they would not 
be out of control, and achieve better 
utilization of land in an efficient way.

The uses on these invisible spaces are very 
diverse. They may be initialized from the 
needs of local community or developed as 
an ancillary space for the adjacent 
designated land uses. For example, the back 
alley can be a short–cut for the locals, a 
sitting out area for the workers nearby, an 
extension of kitchen for local restaurant, a 
temporary parking space for bicycle / 
motorcycle, or a smoking area for the 
smokers etc. Although, all these invisible 
spaces are hidden on our plan/ the OZP, they 
are always associating with our designated 
land use. These invisible spaces are 
indispensible. They serve as an extension of 
public spaces which allow users to cultivate 
according to the needs and nature of nearby 
designated land uses. Those invisible spaces 
act like a lubricant to coordinate the 
designated land uses in the region and 
facilitate the function of the designated land 
uses in each planned area. 

If we conclude planner’s work in a laymen 
statement, it probably will be: “People who 
work on plans”. It is true that planners 
cannot work without a plan. However, 
when you are working on those plans, have 
you ever discovered that there are some 
“blind spots” which could not be seen from 
our statuary plan? In most of the time, a 
plan gives us an overview of designated 
land uses in the region. Unfortunately, a 
plan can only reflect the information from 
an aerial perspective. Some scenes that 
only can be seen from the pedestrian 
perspective, such as spaces under the 
flyovers or in the back alleyways, are 
always being neglected on the plan due to 
the 2-demension limitation. We define 
these grey areas on the Outline Zoning 
Plans as “invisible space”. 

The Invisible SpaceThe Invisible Space

by AKI
http://www.10000snapshots.com/#!hong-kong/cjeu

by SSP7066
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:HK_Sham_Shui_
Po_Tung_Chau_Street_Jade_Market_n_Flyover_2a.jpg

by Eknath Makne
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-matunga-
reclaims-space-under-�yover-shows-way-1939878
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In the previous issue of the newsletter, 
we have mentioned that the Hong Kong 
Government together with the Hong Kong 
Institute of Planners, the Hong Kong 
Institute of Urban Design, the Hong Kong 
Green Building Council and the 
Government of Barcelona City have 
collaborated to form the task-force for 
the“Hong Kong - Barcelona: Urban 
Exchange Platform”. In November last 
year, task-force members have visited 
Barcelona to get first-hand information for 
better preparing series of exchange 
activities to be held under this platform, 
one of which is a symposium held on 22 
February 2014. ... shared their 

experiences and insights, 
and discussed the 

challenges encountered 
on designing new urban 
sites for the two cities

The symposium titled “Hong 
Kong-Barcelona Urban Exchange: A Dual 
Approach to Waterfront Regeneration” 
was held at the University of Hong Kong as 
the first event of the urban exchange 
platform. The symposium has shared and 
explored the urban development 
experiences on issues among the two cities 
– Hong Kong and Barcelona. 
  

The Secretary for Development, Paul 
Chan, and the Deputy Mayor of 
Barcelona, Antoni Vives, officiated at the 
symposium, delivering the welcome 
remarks and the opening address. 
Keynote speakers include the EKEO Head, 
Raymond Lee who is also the President of 
HKIP, and the CEO of Barcelona Regional, 
Willy Muller. Speakers shared their 
experiences and insights, and discussed 
the challenges encountered on designing 
new urban sites for the two cities.  
.............................Continue on next page

Hong Kong-Barcelona Urban Exchange: 
A Dual Approach to Waterfront Regeneration
Hong Kong-Barcelona Urban Exchange: 
A Dual Approach to Waterfront Regeneration



 YPG NEWSLETTER  l  HKIP  May 2014  l  Page 4
Global Watch 

More than 400 planning and urban design 
professionals attended the symposium to 
exchange knowledge in planning, urban 
design and a green environment based on 
the experiences of the two cities, 
especially with regard to waterfront 
regeneration. It exemplified the increasing 
collaboration between the two cities 
particularly in examining planning and 
design issues. The challenges that the two 
cities are facing in enhancing their 
respective waterfronts also provide a 
common framework for sharing 
knowledge and seeking quality solutions. 

It exemplified the 
increasing 

collaboration between 
the two cities

Some young planners from HKIP have 
taken part in the study team of the urban 
exchange platform. Their interim research 
findings had been exhibited at the 
symposium. However, the symposium 
would not be an end of the platform. 

The final report from the two cities’ study 
teams will be presented at Barcelona in due 
course. Please stay tuned!

“Hong Kong - Barcelona: Urban Exchange 
Platform” was established due to the 
memorandum of understanding signed by 
the Governments of Barcelona and Hong 
Kong in 2012, which the City of Barcelona 
and Hong Kong would foster a closer 
collaboration in the exchange of expertise 
and experience on harbourfront planning 
and development as well as urban design 
and regeneration.
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With a vision to contribute 
professional knowledge for building a 
more prosperous, progressive and 
harmonious Hong Kong, the YPG and 18 
various professional bodies held a Spring 
Reception cum Discussion Forum on      
29 March 2014. The young professionals 
were able to share their visions and 
professional opinions with the Hon 
Leung Chun-ying, Chief Executive of the 
HKSAR, for “building” a more sustainable 
Hong Kong.

After collecting views from the HKIP 
members, YPG representative shared 
some issues with CE:

Better Utilization of “Brownfield Sites”
Instead of launching a HK$230 million 
study on building man-made islands, will 
the Government consider the 800 hectares 
of “brownfield sites” as one of the major 
sources of land supply in the future? 

Transport Planning in the Future
As the Government will continue to 
expand tourism industry and based on 
the train compartments is calculated on 
accommodating up to 6 persons per 
square metre, is there any solution by the 
MTR or the Government to improve the 
current crowded situation? 

Before CE shared his insights and 
foresights in difference professional’s 
questions.  YPG representative expressed 
that in public consultations it is crucial to 
the “Hongkongers” in order to strike a 
balance between the Government’s 
policies and the community concerns. 

Let's Build Our Home -
See You and CY
Let's Build Our Home -
See You and CY
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On 16 January 2014, the External 
Events Team of YPG has organized a Career 
Talk for students currently reading the 
Master of Science in Urban Planning (MUP) 
at HKU. By organizing a career talk, YPG 
aims at creating a platform for both 
experienced and young planners to share 
their valuable experiences in the field of 
urban planning with their potential 
successors, with topics including but not 
limited to work experience, job prospects, 
pursuit of professional qualifications and 
interview techniques. It was our great 
honor to have invited Mr. Billy AUYEUNG 
(AECOM), Miss. Carol KAN (Planning 
Department) and Mr. Elton CHUNG 
(Llewelyn-Davies) as our honorable guest 
speakers.

Coming from both the private and public 
sectors, the guests have shown to the 
students that there are many career 
possibilities for prospective planning 
graduates, and students are much 
interested in the difference in working 
environment and culture between private 
and public sectors.

.

The career talk was considered a huge 
success with overwhelming responses from 
36 MUP students and also 8 BA(US) students 
joining this occasion. The venue was filled 
up within a short period of time and 
participants were divided into 6 subgroups 
for in-depth discussions! Eventually, a lot of 
positive feedbacks were received from the 
participants shortly after the career talk as it 
was found inspiring, fruitful and 
informative. With the great success, the 
Career Talk was followed by a Happy Hour 
Event held on 28 February 2014. On that 
day, those guest speakers and students are 
invited to the HKIP offices to have further 
sharing in a relaxing environment with light 
refreshment served at the same time. 

...it was found inspiring, 
fruitful and informative 

YPG Career Talk for Students from the 
University of Hong Kong
YPG Career Talk for Students from the 
University of Hong Kong
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Following the encouraging feedbacks from the students, teachers and mentors 
participating in the “Experiencing Public Space” Education Scheme last year, the 2nd 
“Experiencing Public Space” Education Scheme organized by the Hong Kong Public Space 
Initiative (HKPSI) has brought the students the unforgettable new learning experience 
once again.  YPG continued our support to this meaningful event by serving as a 
supporting organization.  The programme aims to enhance participants’ understanding 
of public space and appreciation of its significance, stimulate participants to reconsider 
the values of public space, and allow them to demonstrate their aspirations towards the 
multiple possibilities offered by public spaces to the society, through a series of talks, 
workshops and group mentoring.

This two-month programme commenced 
in March 2014 and welcomed a total of 40 
senior secondary schools students to 
explore the possibilities of activating 
Hong Kong’s public spaces – from local 
open space to harbourfront promenade – 
under the theme ‘Memories of 
Tomorrow’. YPG provided a total of              
6 mentors in guiding the participating 
teams in two introductory sessions in 
early March, and facilitating them to plan, 
develop and launch their own initiatives 
at several public spaces in Hong Kong 
during late March to early April with a 
common goal to promote social 
interaction among different public space 
users. The programme has concluded at 
the Chinese University of Hong Kong on 
12 April 2014 with excellent 
performances of the participating teams 
in the final presentation session, which 
much impressed the judges with their 
creativity and aspirations towards the 
public spaces. 

HKPSI x YPG - 
2nd "Experiencing Public Space" 
Education Scheme

HKPSI x YPG - 
2nd "Experiencing Public Space" 
Education Scheme
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2013.02.28
Happy Hour Gathering

2013.03.29
“Let's Build Our Home - 
See You and CY”

2013.04.12
Sports and Family Day 2014 by HKIA

2014.04.29
Railway Planning and 
Our Future Railway - 
Evening Talk by MTRC

2014.05.03
Joint-Society Volunteering 
at Heep Hong Society

2013.02.22
Hong Kong-Barcelona Urban Exchange: 
A Dual Approach to Waterfront Regeneration

Recent EventsRecent Events
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HKIP DRAGON BOAT TEAM
Feel free to order the team vest via email: ypg.hkip@gmail.com

Upcoming Events

Please feel free to visit us at http://www.facebook.com/hkypg  
FOR MORE...... FIND US ON FACEBOOK

http://www.facebook.com/hkypg
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