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Time �ies and YPG is welcoming its 14th 
anniversary.  Fueled with the devotion and 
passion of our young members and vigorous 
support of our experienced planners, YPG 
keeps the momentum going and continues 
equipping young planners with the 
knowledge and qualities essential for the 
planning profession through a colourful array 
of eclectic events and happenings. 
Responding to the social responsibility is also 
one of our focuses.  With the outreach 
programs and commitment to the 
community, we believe we can make a 
di�erence together and make the city more 
caring and friendly.  We will also bring you a 
series of exciting, leisure events in the 
coming year to keep you stay healthy and 
energetic.  Stay tuned!  
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 - Billy Au Yeung, Je�rey Wong and Cheryl Yeung
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The Planning and Engineering Study 
on North East New Territories (NENT) 
has brought up two major points for 
discussion: whether there is a need at 
this stage to develop the area; and how 
the a�ected local residents, especially 
the non-indigenous farmers should be 
taken care of.

Before the 1950s, the New Territories 
used to produce some 25,000 tons of 
rice annually for not just local supply, 
but also regional and global supply. 
However, with the shift of economic 
focus, farmers and their later 
generations pursued careers in other 
industries, leaving a great deal of 
agricultural land idled. 

The question which the public queries 
the most is, does this mean we should 
neglect agriculture entirely and ask the 
remaining farmers a�ected by new 
town development to give up their 
livelihood and search for a new way of 
living elsewhere? How should planners 
respond to the quest for the protection 
and development of local industry and 
agriculture for diversi�cation of 
industries in Hong Kong, and the 
preservation of the heritage of rural 
lifestyle for rural-urban symbiosis and 
sustainable development? 

At the 2014 Annual National Planning 
Conference held in Haikou, to response 
to the conference theme “城鄉治理與
規劃改革”, young planners discussed 
the challenges planners have been 
encountering for new town 
development, and the public pursuit of 
bringing back agriculture back in both 
rural and urban areas of Hong Kong.

In order to better portray this heated 
issue in town to our Mainland 
counterparts, young planners delivered 
a lively presentation in the form of 
role-playing. Each young planner 
presented the thoughts and actions of 
individuals of our society, including 
traditional farmers, modern farmers, 
conservationist and planners. Through 
the lens of di�erent characters, our 
audience got the opportunity to see 
the whole picture of the relationship 
between new town development and 
agricultural development in Hong 
Kong. 

Through the story of a traditional 
farmer who wishes to grow crops in 
New Territories but unable to locate a 
suitable farmland, audience got to 
understand the dilemma faced by 
farmers due to the in�exibility of the 
existing planning system and the lack 

Annual National Planning Conference 2014 
Haikou, China 
Annual National Planning Conference 2014 
Haikou, China 
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of understanding on the planning 
systems by the general public.  

Through the story of poultry and 
chicken farmers, audience got to 
comprehend the hardships these 
farmers are encountering. Not only do 
they have to face the unfavorable 
market situation such as keen 
competitions among food productions 
imported from Mainland China, they 
also have to invest huge capital to 
upgrade their farm systems to meet the 
current food safety and sewage release 
standard set by the Government.  
Con�ict in land use among residential 
areas and farmlands are also a problem 
that needs to be solved in no time. 
While the Government tends to take 
over those farmlands and to replace 
them by residential uses, it is suggested 
that the Government should in the long 
run establish relevant agricultural 
policies for Hong Kong and reserve 
areas speci�cally for keeping livestock 
which allows e�ective utilisation of 
sewage treatment facilities.  

The modern agricultural scene in Hong 
Kong was also being discussed in the 
presentation. Public demand for high 

quality food products comes hand in 
hand with the economic development 
of Hong Kong.  To meet the demand, 
farmers gradually transform their 
traditional agricultural practices to 
organic farming with higher quality and 
greater monetary return. Yet, the 
absence of legal support towards the 
organic certi�cation and much higher 
cost of running an organic farm have 
hindered further development of the 
industry.   Apart from organic farms, 
community farms and roof-top farms 
are emerging in town. These are in fact 
some quick-�x responses put forward 
by property developers or community 
organisations towards public 
aspirations to pursuit a balanced 
lifestyle and better community 
bonding.  However, one can only 
consider these as leisure farming, which 
stresses much on the environmental 
and social values rather than economic 
and food productivity. To achieve the 
goal of bringing steady food supply and 
pro�t generation with limited suitable 
farmlands, farmers in Hong Kong have 
adopted indoor farming systems in 
industrial buildings. High �oor loading 
capacity with relatively low rents have 
made industrial buildings an ideal 
space for the operation for indoor 

Annual National Planning Conference 2014    (Cont’d) 
Haikou, China 
Annual National Planning Conference 2014    (Cont’d) 
Haikou, China 



 YPG NEWSLETTER  l  HKIP   Dec 2014  l  Page 4
Cover Story

urban agriculture. Not only can the 
food supply be secured, the food 
produced indoor would be in better 
qualities, thanks to the adoption of 
advanced farming technologies.  
Although having agricultural activities 
within industrial buildings seems to be 
bene�cial to the society in many ways, 
establishing such business is not 
without any challenges. Hurdles 
include the huge initial capital 
investment cost and limited supply of 
industrial buildings due to the 
transformation of Hong Kong from 
industrial based to economic and 
business based.  

Through a series of both ‘unfortunate’ 
and ‘successful’ stories of farmers in 
Hong Kong, our Mainland counterparts 
also came to realisation that that rapid 
urbanisation in Mainland China in 
recent years have forced many farmers 
out and have neglected the 
signi�cance of agriculture to the 
society.
 
Rapid decline of agricultural industries 
in Hong Kong has made us rethink of 
the role of agriculture in our city. We 
should not only consider the economic 
side of agriculture practices but should 
also value its roles in the social aspects 
and its contribution towards enhancing 
the city’s environment and brining a 
diverse landscape to the city. It is hoped 
that the soon-carried-out agricultural 
policy review would lead us to the right 
development directions and achieve 
our ultimate goal to make Hong Kong a 
more sustainable city. 

Annual National Planning Conference 2014    (Cont’d) 
Haikou, China 
Annual National Planning Conference 2014    (Cont’d) 
Haikou, China 
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Food is a sustaining and enduring 
necessity and oftentimes, the topic of 
food as the basic essentials for life is often 
neglected in professional planning 
interest. Food planning not only 
concerns how food is made, transported 
and distributed in the city, but also 
focuses on how to achieve equality in the 
process. The food system plays a vital part 
of community and regional economies; 
however, extensive agricultural land are 
threatened by new town development. 
Hence, the capacity to produce and 
supply food for local and regional 
markets is reaching the threshold.

Special thanks goes to our panelists: Mr. 
Raymond Lee, President of HKIP; Hon 
Tony Tse, HKSAR Legislative Council 
Member; Professor Tang Bo-sin, Profes-
sor of the Department of Urban Planning 
and Design, The University of Hong 
Kong; Dr. Cynthia Yuen, PhD in Rural 
Development from Renmin University of 
China; and Mr. Osbert Lam, Founder of 
City Farm. Their knowledge and insights 
raised important discussions in the city’s 
agenda to ensure food justice among 
important facets of community life.

The capacity to produce and 
supply food for local and 
regional markets is reaching 
the threshold

The technical visit to the Controlled 
Environment Hydroponic Research and 
Development Centre provided planners 
an opportunity to visit an innovative 
hydroponic farm in the heart of Hong 
Kong; while the forum supplemented 
information on the background context 
of Hong Kong’s farming industry, 
presented food planning policies 
endorsed in other world cities and 
proposed possible alternatives and ways 
to strengthen and promote agricultural 
activities in connection with urban 
renewal.  
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Apartments in Hong Kong nowadays 
usually come with balconies.  Try to look 
around and you will �nd many families have 
already turned their balconies into �ower 
and herb gardens.  By growing some 
colourful perennials, seasonal delights, hardy 
ivies and herbs that you can use in the 
kitchen, you have not only made your home 
greener, but the process where you look after 
your produces actually serves as a stress 
reliever to balance your daily life.  People in 
Hong Kong have progressively �gured out 
the art of urban farming, and would like to 
further promote urban farming to not just 
rooftops, but also to community parks.  In 
Hong Kong, urban farming is a relatively new 
topic, but some passionate urban farmers 
and non-pro�t organisations have already 
run some pioneer projects to make 
city-dwellers’ dream come true. 

On July 26, in collaboration with the Chris-
tian Family Service Centre (CFSC), YPG 
organised a tour to “Finding Urban Oasis”.  
Urban Oasis is an urban greening project 
which pioneered in combining elements of 
urban farming with community involvement 
in town.  Designed and operated by the 
CFSC, Urban Oasis is a 7,500 sq ft garden 
next to housing estates in urban Choi Hung, 
with an aim to heal people with dementia 
and depression through their horticulture 
therapy programme. The garden currently 
has more than 60 plants species and is 
designed to create a peaceful feeling to 
visitors and to serve as a green bu�er of the 
Choi Hung community.   

People in Hong Kong have 
progressively �gured out the 
art of urban farming

Our heartfelt thanks to Ms. Kitty Chau from 
Urban Oasis, Ms. Vicky Lau from Produce 
Green Foundation, Ir Jenson Mai from 
Mission Healthy Greens and our HKIP Presi-
dent Raymond Lee for being our guest 
speakers and to  share with us their experi-
ences in establishing this urban farm and 
their views on how to further promote urban 
farming in our city.  In the future, we hope 
this type of community urban farm can be 
seen everywhere!

The Moment
 Dec 2014  l  Page 6

YPG Tour : Finding Urban OasisYPG Tour : Finding Urban Oasis
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HKIP-YPG played an important role in 
organising the Forum, which attracted 
more than 20 HKIP members to attend.  
Young professionals from 11 di�erent 
industries participated in the discussion 
session with the Chief Executive, Hon CY 
Leung to exchange views on the ways to 
transform Hong Kong into a geniuine 
liveable city under the guidance of 
sustainable development concept.

Sustainable development has become 
one of the most popular concepts and 
principles in architecture, planning and 
engineering.  Planning for sustainability 
and integral sustainable design is the 
contemporary approach in developing 
our future infrastructures. As urban 
planners, we should continue to engage 
the current challenge of sustainable 
development and to promote creative 
technical, architectural, and institutional 
solutions.

The Sustainability Conference – 
Strategic Role and Development of 
Future Infrastructures was held on June 
7  with a great success. Aspects such as 
development needs, environmental   
responsibilities,   sustainable     solutions,
 

framework of green features and the 
initiatives for future infrastructures were 
discussed. The lawmaker, professional 
and practitioner were invited to come 
together to share their views on 
sustaining Hong Kong’s infrastructure 
development in a wider and deeper 
perspective.

HKIP x HKIE Sustainability Conference - HKIP x HKIE Sustainability Conference - 
Strategic Role and Development of Future InfrastructuresStrategic Role and Development of Future Infrastructures

Young Coalition Professional GroupYoung Coalition Professional Group
Youth Forum 2014Youth Forum 2014

Hong Kong’s blueprint – HK2030: 
Planning Vision and Strategy was 
completed in 2007. Almost half of the 
planning period has passed, and Hong 
Kong has been experiencing changes in 
terms of political atmosphere, social and 
demographic structure, and citizens’ 
pursuance of quality living environment. 
Are those planning visions still in line 
with our expectations? As part of the 
construction industry, what is our 
ambition and vision towards HK2030 and 
beyond? 

The Young Coalition Professional Group 
(YCPG) of the Hong Kong Coalition of 
Professional Services (HKCPS) held the 
second Youth Forum titled “Hong Kong 
2030: An Ideal City?” on July 26.  As a 
member  organisation of  YCPG,  
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The Planning Department and City 
Gallery organised the First City Gallery 
Summer Planning School: “Be a Town 
Planner” in the school summer holiday 
just passed. The curriculum of the 
Summer Planning School comprises 
general introduction on town planning 
and speci�c planning topics by 
professions, �eld trips and workshops to 
enable understanding of the young 
generation on town planning of Hong 
Kong including the consideration of 
various aspects in the planning process.

This is a pilot project and the programme 
targets at two di�erent groups, namely, 
the Teen Planners Group (for Secondary 
School S4-S6 Students) and the Little 
Planners Group (for Primary School P4-P6 
Students).  The objectives of the scheme 
are to arouse students’ interest in the 
topic of town planning and to enrich 
their understanding of the future 
development of Hong Kong so as to 
nurture our young planning talents.

YPG, as one of the co-organisers, 
invited 16 young planners to be the 
tutors for the Summer Planning School. 

 

A �eld trip to Central District and URA’s 
revitalization project at Mallory Street 
was organised for the Little Planners 
Group to help them better understand 
the heritage conservation scene in Hong 
Kong.  Despite the bad weather under 
the tropical cyclone, our little planners 
were still enthusiastic and had a memo-
rable trip with our young planners.   After 
the trip, the little planners also made 
some creative board games to illustrate 
their ideas on heritage conservation in 
Hong Kong.  For the Teen Planners 
Group, the group visited the EKEO o�ce 
and Kowloon East District under a very 
hot summer day.  Our experienced plan-
ners gave an interesting talk about the 
Energizing Kowloon East Project and 
gave the teen planners a better under-
standing on how Kwun Tong is undergo-
ing a transformation from an industrial 
area to the future CBD2.  Finally, the teen 
planners made various inspiring models 
to present their creative ideas on the 
regeneration  of Kwun Tong Pier.

The objectives of the scheme 
are to arouse students’ interest 
in the topic of town planning

First City Gallery Summer Planning School : 
“Be a Town Planner”
First City Gallery Summer Planning School : 
“Be a Town Planner”
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Town planning has played a 
transformational role in improving the 
quality of life of all of our communities 
and has a key responsibility to tackle 
poverty.  It has the potential to improve 
our wellbeing by giving people better 
access to services, amenities and 
economic opportunities, and most 
importantly, gives communities a say 
about their future.  Our young planners 
have always been keen on adopting our 
professional knowledge in planning to 
help eradicating poverty, but how should 
this be done?   We �gured out we should 
�rst understand the word “poverty”.

How can planners help era-
dicting poverty? We �gured 
out we should �rst understand 
the word “poverty”.

YPG members and friends joined the 
"Struggle for Survival" simulation 
programme at Crossroads Foundation, a 
local non-pro�t organisation in Tuen Mun 
on June 7.  The poverty simulation 
allowed participants to step into the 
shoes of those in poverty. Our group was 
divided into family units and must eke 
out an existence by making paper bags 
out of newspaper and home-made glue. 
Each family must earn enough to pay for 
rent, food, sanitation, medical needs and, 
if we were fortunate, education for one of 
our family members.  For those who failed 
to make it end up in the hands of a loan 
shark.  This simulation threw participants 
into the challenges and intricacy of the 
poverty web, and provided a crossroads 
between the lifestyles of the rich and 
poor. 

With the many positive feedbacks we had 
received from the day, we are going to run 
another simulation plus volunteering day 
in March 2015, please come and join us! 
But before then, we all may start thinking 
how to ensure social sustainability is 
recognised in planning so that we can 
contribute more to the work of poverty 
reduction locally, and globally. 

 

YPG at Crossroads Global Village – 
Life X-perience
YPG at Crossroads Global Village – 
Life X-perience
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YPG Dragonboat TeamYPG Dragonboat Team



 YPG NEWSLETTER  l  HKIP Dec 2014  l  Page 11
Students’ Corner

Students’ CornerStudents’ Corner



 YPG NEWSLETTER  l  HKIP Dec 2014  l  Page 12
Students’ Corner

Students’ Corner :
Conceptual Master Plan of  Tung Chung New Town
Students’ Corner :
Conceptual Master Plan of  Tung Chung New Town
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Students’ Corner:
Conceptual Master Plan of  Tung Chung New Town (Cont’d)
Students’ Corner:
Conceptual Master Plan of  Tung Chung New Town (Cont’d)



Questions for our readers:

1. Some may consider the development 
plan is a balanced option between 
development and conservation, whereas 
some may think it is a waste of scarce 
land resources taking into account the 
good location and connectivity. What do 
you think?

Students’ Corner :
Conceptual Master Plan of Tung Chung New Town (Cont’d)
Students’ Corner :
Conceptual Master Plan of Tung Chung New Town (Cont’d)
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Tung Chung New Town, with its future 
extension to the east and west, is 
envisioned to become a vibrant, 
sustainable community with a target 
population of 160,000. Reclamation of 
about 110 hectare will be required in 
Tung Chung East to accommodate a mix 
of residential developments, community 
facilities and commercial/ R&D facilities.  
Taking into account the strong 
opposition of the local residents on the 
proposed reclamation in Tung Chung 
West, this ecologically important area will 
be developed on the basis of 
“zero-reclamation principle”, mainly 
accommodating the cultural/ 
eco-tourism related developments.

2. With additional housing units 
proposed in our plan, the public to 
private housing mix in Tung Chung will 
become 50:50. Do you think it would help 
promoting social cohesion and 
harmony?

3. Should more emphasis be given in 
developing Tung Chung into a residential 
community to meet the acute territorial 
housing demand or a regional 
commercial hub to capture and capitalize 
on the opportunities brought by 
‘bridgehead economy’?

4. Our development plan proposes using 
Electric Bus Rapid Transit System for 
internal transport, which will also provide 
feeder services to Tung Chung MTR 
Station. In this sense, the construction of 
Tung Chung East and Tung Chung West 
Station are not necessary. What is your 
view?

5. Considering a couple of on-going 
development projects (e.g. Boundary 
Crossing Facility topside development, 
Three-Runway System, Tuen Mun-Chek 
Lap Kok Link, Sunny Bay and Siu Ho Wan 
development) in the proximity of Tung 
Chung, how should this new town be 
positioned in the future?

Please feel free to send your comments to 
students of this submission to 
ypg.hkip@gmail.com.  They are eager to 
learn from our experienced planners! 
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