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The Conservation and Revitalizing Project of Huaxiang, Quanzhou, China
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Situated in the ancient city of Quanzhou, Huaxiang is a
lane with unique historical value. Endowed with a variety of
invaluable artefacts and relics since the Tang Dynasty, the
lane has been developed into a well-known shopping street
of traditional handicrafts, containing collective memories of
the local people. The main concern of planners in this project
is not on conservation of the physical fabrics of the area,
but protection of the authenticity, integrity and continuity of
the historic lane. The project illustrates a new approach to
conservation of the historic precinct by understanding the
past through the history and physical structures, rather than
writings by the historians.

The planning emphasis is on the integration of community
participation and conservation of historic precinct through
the provision of ‘Realm of Memory' of Huaxiang, which not
only preserves the collective memories of local people, but
also reflects the contemporaneity and continuity of heritage
conservation. Moreover, through the retention of rights of
the existing residents to continue living and doing business
in the area as well as increase in community space, the
original home feeling of the lane is retained.
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e The people-centric revitalisation project has paid due regard to Huaxiang as an ancient street with significant historical value

in the city of Quanzhou, which not only possesses invaluable relics and local culture since Tang Dynasty but is also a popular
traditional handicraft shopping street.

Outstanding features of the project include (a) compilation of ‘Map of Memories' to highlight elements of conservation/
protection based on literature research and public consultation; (b) respect for property rights and preservation of historical
buildings; (c) promotion of local culture by converting disused factory building into a complex of exhibition centre, craftsman
studios and creative workshops; and (d) preservation of and improvement to the living environment of the local communities
through building renovation and streetscape improvement.

The submission is outstanding in presentation. It has set out the study objectives, methodology and proposals as well as
project implementation in a structured and succinct manner. The wise use of maps, graphs and photomontages has conveyed
the planning ideas and proposals effectively and convincingly. The meticulous efforts of the project team deserve high
commendation.
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