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Urban design is the art of making places for

people. Itis especially important in a compact

and dynamic city like Hong Kong. The Urban

Design Guidelines (UDG) addresses the

three-dimensional relationship of buildings,

spaces between and around them, and the

surrounding landscape. To help create a

liveable and sustainable urban environment
in Hong Kong, four overarching principles

to put people first are formulated, namely

responding to context, pedestrian-friendly

movement network, engaging public realm, |
and people-centric building design.  The

revamped UDG are designed to be visually

engaging and interactive, featuring distinctive

color illustrations and images to draw readers

in. A matrix is designed to navigate guidelines

relevant to different project scales whilst a

checklist with questions prompts readers to

consider relevant design issues.
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The UDG are more than a set of guidelines. They represent an urban design vision that puts people first in the design
of the built environment while embracing the city’s distinctive natural assets and unique neighbourhood characters.
The UDG are to support the strategic directions of the city as set out in Hong Kong 2030+ to improve liveability of the
city with particular emphasis on climate mitigation and adaptation, pedestrian comfort, and well-being of the citizens
within a dense urban context.
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Gist of Adjudicators’ Comments:

e Through an innovative restructuring of the existing UDG under four overarching principles, the revamp has put forward a
comprehensive set of practical guidelines in a user-friendly and inspiring format. The arrangement of related guidelines in
short sentences or points would guide/influence thought or action in approaching development projects of various scales and
facilitate its future additions and updates.

e The new guidelines incorporate the emerging urban design objectives and considerations relating to climate mitigation and
adaptation, sustainable landscape, pedestrian comfort and well-being to promote liveability, resilience and sustainability. The
extensive use of colour illustrations and images as well as provision of navigation matrix and question checklist would not only
facilitate a thorough design thinking process by the practitioners, but also enhance public understanding in the contribution of
good urban design to urban developments.
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