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Tackling Double-ageing with Double-smart
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Double-ageing (ageing of population and
ageing of building stock) is usually tackled
as two separate subjects. The double-ageing
phenomenon in Hong Kong is unique in the
world in terms of its scale and complexity in
light of the rapidly growing elderly population
and the ultra-high building density worsened
by stratified ownership.

A rising challenge is to shape the built
environment in an innovative way to support
the daily lives of users of all physical abilities
and improve their health. More importantly,
the community should also take into account
the needs and aspirations of the present and
future olds in the urban renewal processes to
future-proof the city.

The study promulgates an integrated ‘double-smart’ approach, namely ‘smart ageing’ and ‘smart city’ to facilitate
transition of city and empower our ageing population to remain socially active in their community. It illustrates how
‘smart home', ‘smart building’, ‘smart neighbourhood’, ‘smart community’ and ‘smart mobility’ could each play its role
to empower the ageing population to ‘age-in-place’ and guide the transformation of city. The ultimate goal is to sustain
the elderly’s self-care abilities by applying smart ageing and smart city technology and design to each layer of their
activity sphere to enhance the age-friendliness of city.
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Gist of Adjudicators’ Comments:

*  Avery comprehensive, in-depth and systematic study on the double-aging phenomenon in Hong Kong, with a view to raising
public awareness on the need for smart solutions to overcome the challenges ahead and alleviate the social and physical
impacts upfront. It rightly advocates the need to refine the current planning standards and formulate a strategic plan to
promote the paradigm shift towards addressing double-aging and developing double-smart initiatives.

* The study sets out an innovative and practicable framework for implementing the double-smart initiatives at various levels of
smart home, smart building, smart neighbourhood, smart community, smart mobility and smart city governance.

*  The studious work is timely and highly relevant, providing valuable reference for similar studies in Hong Kong and elsewhere.
Overall, the high quality of work deserves commendation.
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