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02. Welcome Message

Review of Past Events
The Young Planners Group (YPG) achieved 
a meaningful year not just with our fellow 
members, but also with people of various 
background.  Besides organizing events to 
promote professional development and 
social networking among our members, we 
also strived to increase our engagement 
with wider range of people in the 
community via workshops and voluntary 
services.

Year Theme
In 2017-2018, YPG’s theme is “Mapping 
the Community”.  We are aware that the 
power of  the community can bring people 
together and create greater sense of 
belonging.  The community makes up from 
different people with diverse background.  
Some people’s voice are hidden in the 
community due to many reasons, such as 
lack of awareness, low education/ literacy 
level, limited mobility, or being isolated. We 
believe that it is essential for young 
planners to outreach different sectors in the 
community to understand their  views, map 
out their needs, and then transform and 
reflect their aspirations into our planning 
tools when possible. This year, the YPG 
mapped out the needs of the elderly.

Future Events
We are committed to continue delivering a 
wide range of events and professional 
development opportunities to our fellow 
members, such as technical visits to various 
places of interest, career workshops and 
membership sharing.

We will also participate in the China Annual  
National Planning Conference 2018 in 
Hangzhou in November this year to share 
our views and exchange ideas on co-living 
with our Mainland counterparts. 

In view of the positive feedback on our 
recent elderly voluntary services, we 
decided to  form a voluntary service team 
under YPG to show our commitment to 
engage the local community on a long term 
basis.
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On 28 June 2017, the Labour and Welfare 
Bureau released the ESPP formulated to 
strengthen the planning for elderly services 
in medium and long term. 

In 2017-2018, the YPG mapped out the 
needs of the elderly in order to gain 
inspiration on how to shape for an 
age-friendly city and cope with the ageing 
population. Throughout this process, we 
looked into several key policies and research.

According to the latest Hong Kong 
Population Projections for 2017-2066 
(Census and Statistics Department, 2017), 
the number of elderly aged 65 and over is 
projected to become more than a double in 
the coming 20 years, i.e., increases from 
16.6% of the total population in 2016 to 
31.1% in 2036. 

The challenges brought by ageing population 
will not just affecting today’s elderly, but also 
to the younger generation as “future’s 
elderly”. The provision of elderly/ community 
facilities and health care services shall be 
reviewed and planned appropriately as early 
as we can. However, do we really understand 
what the elderly needs when we plan for 
them? 

Almost 20 years ago, the then Chief 
Executive in his policy address released in 
October 1997 already identified "Care for the 
Elderly" as one of his four Strategic Policy 
Objectives. 

While the Government promotes “Ageing in 
Place” as one of the solutions for the aging 
population issue, it is important for planners 
to understand whether our living environment 
and facilities are adequate enough to facilitate 
“Ageing in Place”.

3.1 Introduction
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The ESPP put forth 4 major strategic 
directions, namely:-

1. Achieve "Ageing-in-place" and 
reduce the institutionalization rate 
through significantly strengthening 
community care services;

2. Enable informed choices and timely 
access to quality services;

3. Further streamline and promote 
integrated service delivery; and

4. Ensure financial sustainability and 
accountability of elderly services.

(Source: Elderly Commission)

Elderly Services Programme Plan 
(ESPP)
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3.) The quality of transportation determines 
the move of active ageing. With the trend of 
aging population, the design and planning of 
transport facilities should take elderly needs 
into consideration.

4.) The design of Outdoor Spaces and 
Buildings significantly influences people’s 
ability to age in place. A clean environment 
with limited noise level, greenery, walkways 
with shelters, obstruction-free pedestrian 
walkways, outdoor seatings, non-slip and 
wide pavement for wheelchairs with low 
curbs, sufficient time for the elderly to cross 
pedestrian lights, visual and audio aids for 
pedestrian crossing, etc., are some essential 
elements that could facilitate an age-friendly 
environment. 

5.) Housing options, affordability, living 
environment, essential services, universal 
design, appropriate maintenance, access to 
community services, community and family 
connections should be taken into account 
when we plan for housings for the 
community in whole.

“Global Age-friendly Cities: A Guide” (the 
Guide) published by World Health 
Organization in 2007 serves as our key 
research and framework for further 
discussion. The framework comprises 8 
categories including: Social Participation; 
Community and Health Services; 
Transportation; Outdoor Spaces and 
Buildings; Housing; Respect and Social 
Inclusion; Civic Participation and 
Employment; and Communication and 
Information. 

These topics have considered a wide range 
of concerns covering the city’s physical, 
social, and cultural environment required in 
developing an age-friendly city.  Among the 
8 categories, there are 5 key categories that 
highly related to town planning: 

1.) Social Participation addresses the 
importance of community support to good 
health and well-being until late life. The 
Guide suggests to explore more diverse 
possibilities of participation in the society.

2.) Community and Health Services are 
fundamental to maintain public health and 
independence. The Guide highlights the 
roles of local authorities in terms of financial 
support and voluntary arrangement.

(Source:WHO)What is “Age-friendly” city?



Technical Visit at the Elderly Resources Center (ERC) in April 2017

During the visit, the YPG talked to a social worker of the day-care center and gained better 
understanding on the services offered by the centre as well as the pros and cons for the elderly 
to live in newly built public housing estate.  The social worker commented that the newly built 
public housing estate generally has pleasant communal space which equipped with adequate 
open space, covered walkways and benches. However, the elderly needs to travel long distance 
for medical appointments and each appointment takes them at least 5 hours from point to point.  

3.2 How did we gain better understanding 
on the needs of the elderly?
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Besides conducting desktop research on the background of planning for an age-friendly 
community, we are also aware of the importance of collecting first-hand information.  Therefore, 
we set out several ways to understand the needs of elderly, such as conducting technical visits, 
observing the elderly with different backgrounds, interviewing different stakeholders and 
hosting a workshop.

Technical Visits

The Hong Kong Housing Society set up the 
ERC in 2005 to promote the concept of 
“age-friendly home” to facilitate ageing in 
place. The ERC provides professional 
consultation services regarding ageing 
process, home design and facilities, and 
introducing relevant community resources.

The YPG gained insights on the interior design 
for elderly with dementia and disability by 
visiting the showrooms. Various examples of 
applications and appliances were displayed 
and demonstrated to illustrate age-friendly 
home design which also incorporate features 
to avoid accidents at home. 

Technical Visit at an Elderly Day-care Center at Kai Tak in April 2017

In order to address this issue, the day-care 
center arranged in-house physiotherapists to 
provide regularly service and shuttles to 
hospitals nearby to facilitate the elderly to visit 
the center. This brought us to think about how 
planners can better plan community and 
healthcare facilities for new developments and 
how to facilitate the implementation and 
commencement of each facility in order to 
achieve an age-friendly society.



Besides visiting the elderly facilities in 
Hong Kong, we also made visits to 
Mainland’s elderly home and hospital.

The elderly home we visited is named Yee 
Hong Heights in Yantian, Shenzhen. It is 
managed by the Hong Kong Society for 
Rehabilitation and its construction was 
supported by the Hong Kong Jockey Club.  
It provides accommodation with nursing 
care and rehabilitation service to the 
elderly and people with disabilities from 
Hong Kong and the Mainland.  

During the visit, we met an elderly from 
Hong Kong saying that it is much cheaper 
and spacious to stay in elderly home in 
Shenzhen than in Hong Kong. However, 
she still makes trips to Hong Kong for 
medical checks as she believes the medical 
services in Hong Kong are more reliable. 

We also made a visit to the University of 
Hong Kong-Shenzhen Hospital. The 
hospital adopts innovative technology  
widely on their appointment booking 
services, payments and medical test 
results, which is convenient and speed up 
the appointment time. However, it might 
be difficult to implement in Hong Kong due 
to privacy concern.
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Technical Visits to Elderly Home and 
Hospital in Mainland China Yee Hong Heights

Rehabilitation Facilities - Yee Hong Heights

Registration counter - 
University of Hong Kong-Shenzhen Hospital
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Outreaching and Tracing the Elderly
In order to gain a better understanding of different needs of the elderly, we went to collect first- 
hand information by having direct conversations with the elderly. We approached the elderly 
through NGOs and also met some of them randomly on street. With their consent, we traced them 
for a few days in order to learn their living habits and daily needs. In here, let us share the key cases 
we experienced.

 

want to retire.  She is now at the age of 80s but 
she is still healthy and active. Although she 
mainly relies on Social Welfare Department’s 
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance to 
maintain her living, she insists collecting boxes 
and tins in a way to earn extra money for living 
and to demonstrate her sense of worthiness. 
Through this case, the YPG understands that the 
current employment opportunities for the elderly 
are very limited. Given the trend of ageing 
population that Hong Kong will be facing, silver 
employment opportunities should also be one of 
the key elements of age-friendly city.

We met this lady in a local NGO at Sham Shui 
Po. This lady’s mobility is restricted due to 
decline in physical health and she needs extra 
support on her daily walking. She explained 
to us slopes are challenges to her even 
though barrier-free design is adopted. She 
also explained that elderly usually do not take 
MTR as it could not provide point-to-point
 

Case 1: 

Poverty and employment 
opportunities

Case 3: 

The importance of staying active and continuous training

This lady is at the age of 60s. She owns a grocery store in a wet 
market. When we first met her, she was packing eggs while 
listening to modern music over her cell phone. She shared with 
us about her happiness of being able to make a living and to 
meet her friends and “kai fong” everyday at her store. She once 
retired a few years ago but decided to get back to work as she 
found her retired life boring and could not gain happiness 
without a sense of worthiness.  She is now very active and is 
willing to learn. This lady inspired us that staying active and 
having continuous training help maintaining mental health and 
these should be some of the key focuses in coping ageing 
population.

We met this lady in Tsuen 
Wan, who caught our 
attention when she 
demonstrated her agility when  
collecting paper boxes, foam 
boxes and tins along the 
streets. She explained to us 
that she lost her job at the age 
of 60 even though she did not 

Case 2: 

Physical health and challenges from 
commuting

service which requires 
them spending extra time 
on walking from the MTR 
station to their 
destination. This brought 
us to think about how  a 
barrier-free and 
age-friendly city for all 
walks of life could be 
planned by taking into 
account the physical 
health and challenges 
arising from commuting 
of the elderly.



Interview with Mr. Stephen Yim, Hong Kong Housing Department 
- Vision of Building an Age-friendly City

YPG: Why does social inclusiveness matters 
in promoting an age-friendly city?

MR. STEPHEN YIM: Learning from  previous 
experiences, the goal of promoting 
age-friendliness is to develop a 
people-oriented and sustainable community. 
Living alone should be avoided as it would 
easily lead to psychological problems for the 
elderly. To build a healthy community, it is 
essential to  encourage the elderly to live 
together with their families. The term 
“inclusiveness”  does not classify anyone. 
The core of “inclusiveness” is that everyone 
is valued and their psychological needs are 
catered for. It echoes with the importance of 
psychological values of the residents.

YPG: What have HA and Hong Kong 
Housing Society (HKHS) done in terms of 
housing provision to enhance social 
inclusiveness?

MR. STEPHEN YIM: We devote ourselves to 
identify the best practice model in aligning 
with the Government’s elderly policy, which 
is “Ageing in place as the core; Institutional 
care as back-up”.

While HA maintains its best efforts to 
provide affordable rental housing with 
suitable facilities for eligible elderly people, 
HKHS also implements purpose-built 
housing for elderly with middle and high 
income level, e.g. the Tanner Hill at North 
Point and the other projects under Senior 
Citizen Residence Scheme (SEN).

We work closely with doctors and scholars 
in various pilot schemes. By providing 
various kinds of elderly housing, we would 
like to take care of elderly in different social 
classes to achieve the vision of inclusive 
society.

YPG: Are there any guidelines which HA 
follows in designing a socially inclusive 
neighborhood/ housing environment?

MR. STEPHEN YIM: Currently we are 
obliged to fulfill the minimum statutory 
requirements/ standards, e.g. ramp design 
and elevator provision. HA has adopted the 
concept of Universal Design in residential 
units and common areas in  developing 4 
standard flat design of newly built PRH

YPG: What did HA and HKHS do in terms 
of housing provision to enhance social 
inclusiveness?

SY: We devote ourselves to identify 
the best practice model in aligning the 
Government’s elderly policy, which is 
“ageing in place as the core, institutional care 
as back-up”.
While HA maintain its efforts to provide 
affordable rental housing with suitable 
facilities for eligible elderly people, we also 
implement purpose-built housing for middle 
and high income elderly, e.g. the Tanner Hill 
at North Point provided by the Hong Kong 
Housing Society (HKHS) under the Senior 
Citizen Residence Scheme (SEN).
There is a variety of housing designed for 
different classes. Although it is hard to 
determine which housing mode is the best   
for mass production, the government works 
closely with doctors and scholars in various 
pilot schemes. It is notable that there is a 
demand for various kinds of elderly housing, 
this is the responsibility of us to take care of 
elderly from different social class  achieving 
the vision of inclusive society.

On 17 October 2017, the YPG is very honored to have the opportunity interviewing Mr. Stephen 
Yim, the Chief Architect of Housing Department, regarding vision of building an age-friendly city 
and deepen our understanding on elderly housing. 

The Housing Department of the HKSAR Government is the executive arm of the Hong Kong Housing Authority (HA), which is a 
statutory organisation tasked to develop and implement public housing programme to help the Government achieve its policy 
objective on public housing. 
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estates since 2002. For each individual 
project, there are customized guidelines 
based on resident survey and studies in 
addition to the internal guidelines which 
were based on statutory requirements. For 
example, the design of playing area is 
tailor-made for the community rather than 
just for children as we realize the importance 
of having an age-friendly community. 
Although HA may not possess as much 
resources as other private  developers do in 
Hong Kong, we always seek flexible ways to 
improve and strive to implement a  
people-oriented design as we value every 
users’ opinion. Also, we are determined to 
enhance mobility of the elderly.

YPG: What are HA’s strategies for 
community engagement during the planning 
and design process?
 
MR. STEPHEN YIM: We have periodic 
review and survey carried out in all public 
rental housing estates, which serve as useful 
sources of  information to understand the 
needs of the community. Also, in the 
beginning of any redevelopment project, 
NGOs such as Society for Community 
Organization, are invited to take part in the 
community engagement program. An 
engagement program usually includes 
various stages, e.g. contacting the 
neighbours, finding vacant stores, inviting 
the neighbours to express what they cherish 
in the community and  introducing them the 
vision of  planning. The essence of 
engagement project is to treasure the 
community knowledge, hence conversation 
can create a better plan.

YPG: What are the influences of  
community voice in the planning and 
design of public housing?

MR. STEPHEN YIM: We always advocate 
“Listen, respond to concerns and design 
together”. Take the redevelopment of 
Upper Ngau Tau Kok Estate as an example, 
we initially received 3 major objecting 
reasons on the project: (1) increasing rent; 
(2) broken community bonding due to 
absence of street shops; (3) removal of 
vegetation. 

After understanding residents’ concerns, 
we tried to cope with their needs 
correspondingly as follows: (1) residents 
were encouraged to seek help from 
relevant Government departments under 
the Rent Assistance Scheme; (2) more 
space within the housing estates were 
designed for socializing purpose; (3) old 
and valuable trees were transplanted to a 
major communal landscaping area. With 
the close collaboration between different 
stakeholders, a notable satisfaction rate of 
over 98% was received in a resident survey 
conducted after occupation. 

YPG: How do the government support in installing universal design facility within the 
PRH units?
          SY: We are always ready to offer help in the provision of universal design 
facilities. Since alterations to incorporate Universal Design may not be welcomed for 
all individual tenants, there are only tailor-made alterations installed upon the advice of 
physiotherapists. These type of home modification works are totally free and only 
takes two to five weeks . Some old PRH estates may be criticized for being  
inconsiderate in terms of universal design. For example, there are insufficient space for 
wheelchair users etc. HA has completed many Universal Design facilities in external 
and common areas through the Barrier-free Access Improvement Programme, Lift 
Modernisation Programme and Lift Addition Programme. For individual PRH units, 
HA has put in place home modification efforts to provide tailor-made alterations to 
meet the needs of elderly or disabled tenants.
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YPG Ageing In Place Workshop (Sept 2017)
On 30 September 2017, the YPG hosted an Ageing in Place Workshop and there were about 30 
participants. The purpose of the workshop is to present our observations and findings in between 
March and September 2017 and to engage planners, other professionals and representatives from 
different organizations and NGOs to share views on how to shape an age-friendly city.  

During the workshop, the YPG and the participants discussed 4 key aspects of an age-friendly city, 
i.e. social participation; community and health services; transportation; and outdoor spaces and 
buildings. Participants generally agreed the key aspects of age-friendly city should be implemented 
in the community or even homes of the elderly in order to achieve age friendliness. Participants 
shared the same view that universal design is an essential element to achieve ageing in place and it 
should be widely adopted in indoor and outdoor. Participants suggested that flexible indoor layout 
should be adopted in early design and planning stage of a development and the design of the 
building itself should also be flexible to allow minor alterations for barrier-free access features. Last 
but not least, participants generally agreed that landscape features are essential to shape a 
comfortable living environment and enhance livability.



The China Annual National Planning Conference 2017 (中國城市規劃年會 2017：持續發展、理性規
劃), organized by the Urban Planning Society of China, was held in 18-20 November 2017 in 
Dongguan, China. As with the previous years, two special forums were hosted by HKIP in 
collaboration with the Planning Department of the HKSAR Government, with one session presented 
by experienced planners and the other led by young planners. Both forums were well attended with 
over 200 participants. Similar to the previous years, the YPG is very honored to be given an 
opportunity to deliver a presentation in one of the breakout sessions on 19 November 2017. There 
were a total of 8 YPG members prepared and participated in the presentation.

The YPG chose “Today’s elderly and tomorrow’s us: Are we planning for them today or for
tomorrow’s us? (今天的長者，明天的我們。為今天的他們規劃，還是為明天的我們籌謀 ?)” as the 
topic of our presentation. In the conference, the YPG presented relevant background information, 
our findings from technical visits, interviews and workshops, challenges arising from ageing 
population and our ideas to achieve an age-friendly city. The breakout session not only allowed us 
to share our views but also exchange views with our Mainland counterparts during the discussion 
session. 
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Despite literature reviews, we are aware the 
importance of the first hand information.  
Therefore, we set out several ways to understand 
the needs of elderly, such as technical visits, 
observing the elderly with different backgrounds, 
interviewing different stakeholders and workshop.
We held a Ageing in Place Workshop to engage 
planners, other professionals and representatives 
from different organizations and NGOs to discuss 
views on how to shape an inclusive society by 
looking into desired community facilities and home 
design.

China Annual National Planning Conference 2017 



China Annual National Planning Conference 2017 (Cont.)

Way Forward:
Throughout months of site inspections, interviews, technical visits and community workshop, we 
understand we should act now to prepare for an ageing city via implementing concepts of 
age-friendly and livable city. We see our understanding to the elderly is still limited and minimal, as 
such, outreach and role of community planner are significant to deepen our understanding on  
people’s habits, needs and use of different facilities before we actually plan for the city. To support 
the implementation of age-friendly city, we suggested exploring chances of cooperation with 
NGOs and the Government to smoothen the deficits and enhance the communication with 
different stakeholders from local perspective; implement barrier-free and universal design widely 
from indoor to outdoor from district perspective; and provide necessary support to facilitate 
elderly services and review existing standards and guidelines to integrate age-friendly 
components in future development and designs in long run from territorial perspective. 

We are soon to become tomorrow’s elderly. Ageing population is directly affect us and even our 
next generation. It is time for us to act now!
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Despite literature reviews, we are aware 
the importance of the first hand 
information.  Therefore, we set out several 
ways to understand the needs of elderly, 
such as technical visits, observing the 
elderly with different backgrounds, 
interviewing different stakeholders and 
workshop.
We held a Ageing in Place Workshop to 
engage planners, other professionals and 
representatives from different 
organizations and NGOs to discuss views 
on how to shape an inclusive society by 
looking into desired community facilities 
and home design.

YPG’s Focus on Shaping an Age-friendly City: 
The YPG sees the significance of achieving an age-friendly 
city for shaping ageing in place and coping with the ageing 
population. With reference to the definitions of “Global 
Age-friendly Cities: A Guide” under the World Health 
Organization, we understand that there are various 
components that planners could contribute in shaping an 
age-friendly city, i.e. Social Participation; Community and 
Health Services; Transportation; Outdoor Spaces and 
Buildings; and Housing. Nonetheless, via the meet up with 
the elderly (see p.07 of this newsletter), we understand it is 
also very important for the elderly to stay active and 
maintain continuous training and education. As such, we 
presented our findings, rationales and role of planners to the 
mainland counterparts regarding YPG’s focus on shaping an 
age-friendly city.

YPG’s focus on shaping an age-friendly 
city (modified from WHO’s Global 
Age-friendly Cities: A Guide, 2007)



Elderly Visit

In the last Chinese New Year, the YPG was 
delighted to partner with St. James 
Settlement to visit the elderly in Wan Chai.  
St. James Settlement is a well-established 
NGO providing wide range of services for 
children, teenagers, families, the elderly and 
people with disabilities.  

Through this event, we expressed our care 
to the elderly by helping them to clean their 
homes for preparation of Chinese New Year.  
This also helped us to gain better 
understanding to the everyday needs and 
habits of the elderly by having casual 
conversation with them. It was an enjoyable 
experience with the St. James Settlement. 
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3.2 Engaging more Elderly in our Society

Throughout the preparation works for the Conference, we gained more understanding in the 
elderly needs and their challenges or difficulties of their daily living.  We believe that we need 
to continuously engaging the elderly in our society to understand deeply regarding their urgent 
need before we plan for the city. 

We strongly feel that we as young planners can have more interaction with all walks of life. We 
decided to form a voluntary service team among YPG committee to show our commitment to 
engage to the local community continuously, and engaging with the elderly is one of our 
focuses.



Further to the Elderly Visit in Chinese New Year, the YPG is very honored to partner with the 
St. James' Settlement again to organize a series of event named "Wan Chai Kai Fong Planners 
Programme".  This is a community outreach programme which aims to achieve mutual learning 
between young planners and young-old participants.

The programme aimed to equip the young-olds with basic planning knowledge, including 
understanding their community from town planning perspectives such as land use and urban 
design concepts, in a way to encourage and equip them becoming ‘Kai Fong Planners”. Young 
planner participants will also be learning from the young-olds, including their needs and uses 
on local facilities and elderly-friendly designs.  A total of 5 sessions were held from April to 
June 2018.

YPG x St. James Settlement - 
Wan Chai Kai Fong Planners Programme (灣仔街坊規劃師)
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A brief summary of the Wan Chai Kai Fong Planners Programme is as follow:

1
Seminar I: 
Communicate with the Elderly

We are delighted to have Mr. Andy 
Wong, Manager of St. James’ 
Settlement Continuing Care Wanchai 
District Centre, to share with the YPG 
on how to communicate with the 
elderly effectively. The skills are 
valuable for planners in holding various 
community engagement activities.
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2 Seminar II: What is Planning?

A workshop was hosted by the YPG for 
the young-old to equip them with basic 
knowledge of urban planning and ways 
of community engagement in Hong 
Kong.  We had a short walking tour in 
Wan Chai afterwards to encourage the 
elderly to observe and evaluate their 
living environment from a planning 
perspective.

3 Reaching Out Session

The young-old and the YPG outreached 
Wan Chai Kai Fong by conducting 
survey along Queen’s Road East to 
collect Kai Fong’s views on the issues 
such as provision of community 
facilities and walkability of Wan Chai 
district. 

4 Tour Design Workshop

A group of young-old from a social 
enterprise “ElderTreks” (歲閱悠遊) was 
invited to share their experience in 
guiding public tours and interact with the 
public. This session aims to help the 
young-old to consolidate their 
observations and findings of their 
community matters and present it in a 
form of community tour. 

5 Sharing Session

As the last session of the programme, 
the young-old shared their observations 
on the community and also experience of 
the Kai Fong Planners programme. We 
are pleased to have our young-old 
becoming Kai Fong Planners who are 
excited to make further contribution to 
the society!
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P17 ● Geodesign for Hong Kong’s Future Development
● Challenges for Young Planners – A UK Perspective

P18 ● Reviving Rural Villages – why and how?
● Multifaceted Well-being and Implications for 

Community Planning

P19 ● YPG Career Development Workshop
● YPG - Lai Chi Wo Visit

P20 ● Salisbury Garden Docent Tour
● Technical Visit to Sha Tin Sewage Treatment Works

P21 ● YPG Healthy Lifestyle: Stretching Workshop 
● ICE HKA G&S Communications Competition Hong 

Kong 2017-18 Final
● Meeting with Hon Tony Tse



On 8 February 2018, the YPG was delighted 
to have Mr. Joe Liao to present us a seminar 
on the application of different geo-planning 
tools in urban planning and design context.  
Mr. Liao is a Product Design Specialist and 
the design lead for an international product 
team in Esri and has recently won the Dream 
City Award 2017 with his team proposal 
“100 Hub”. 

During the seminar, Mr. Liao shared with us 
how deploying geo-planning tools could 
make urban planning more inclusive. The 
audience were taken by surprise on how the 
tools were sophisticated yet simple to use. 
The mapping tools he demonstrated is 
multidisciplinary that it integrates map, 
landscape and socio-economic data to  allow 
one to visualize the analytical evaluation or 
create design scenarios.  

In this talk, Luke set out the key challenges he 
envisages for young planners working in the 
profession based on his experience in the 
planning and development industry in the UK. 
He provided us an overview of how the 
planning system operates in England and 
Wales, discussed some of the major planning 
challenges facing planners globally, 
presented a case study on the regeneration of 
the second large city of Birmingham, and 
outlined some of the key projects he is 
currently working on. We look forward to 
meeting more young planners from the rest 
of the world to broaden our horizon!
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Challenges for Young Planners – A UK Perspective 
 
On 19 March 2018, the YPG was very honored to have Mr. Luke Coffey, the recipient of RTPI 
Young Planner of the Year 2017/2018, to deliver us a talk to exchange knowledge in the field of 
urban planning in both HK and the UK.

On 8 May 2018, YPG was honored to have 
Mr. LAM, Chiu Ying, the Chairman of the 
Hong Kong Countryside Foundation, to 
deliver a seminar on his interpretation of 
sustainable development and his experience 
in revitalizing rural villages. In the seminar, 
Mr. Lam had also shared with us on his 
experience in implementing the “Sustainable 
Lai Chi Wo Project” and “Hakka Life 
Experience Village Project” which are rural 
community development and revitalization 
programmes in a traditional Hakka village, Lai 
Chi Wo, and the challenges encountered in 
these projects.

Geo-planning tools to be increasingly 
user-friendly and accessible, planners could 
deploy these tools to produce interactive 
online map with visual element.  The seminar 
concluded that technology and big data 
platform could be a way forward to truly 
engage the public and open up the planning 
system for higher transparency.

Geodesign for Hong Kong’s Future Development



On 8 May 2018, YPG invited Mr. LAM, Chiu 
Ying, the Chairman of the Hong Kong 
Countryside Foundation, to deliver a seminar 
on his interpretation of sustainable 
development and his experience in 
revitalizing rural villages. In the seminar, Mr. 
Lam shared with us his experience in 
implementing the “Sustainable Lai Chi Wo 
Project” and “Hakka Life Experience Village 
Project”, a rural community development and 
revitalization programmes in a traditional 
Hakka village, Lai Chi Wo, and the challenges 
encountered in these projects.

On 31 July 2018, YPG was honored to have 
Prof. NG, Mee Kam, the Vice-Chairperson of 
the Department of Geography and Resource 
Management at the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong (CUHK), to share the inspiring 
idea on the concept of “Multifaceted 
Well-being”- Emotional, Psychological & 
Social.

Towards the end of the seminar, Prof. NG 
discussed the strong relationship between 
community planning and “Multifaceted 
Well-being”, of which shaping a healthy and 
social environment are essential for urban 
planning.
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Multifaceted Well-being and Implications for Community Planning 
 

On 8 May 2018, YPG was honored to have 
Mr. LAM, Chiu Ying, the Chairman of the 
Hong Kong Countryside Foundation, to 
deliver a seminar on his interpretation of 
sustainable development and his experience 
in revitalizing rural villages. In the seminar, 
Mr. Lam had also shared with us on his 
experience in implementing the “Sustainable 
Lai Chi Wo Project” and “Hakka Life 
Experience Village Project” which are rural 
community development and revitalization 
programmes in a traditional Hakka village, Lai 
Chi Wo, and the challenges encountered in 
these projects.

Geo-planning tools to be increasingly 
user-friendly and accessible, planners could 
deploy these tools to produce interactive 
online map with visual element.  The seminar 
concluded that technology and big data 
platform could be a way forward to truly 
engage the public and open up the planning 
system for higher transparency.

Reviving Rural Villages – why and how?



YPG Career Development 
Workshop

On 22 March 2018, the YPG organized a 
Career Development Workshop for our young 
members and students to unleash their 
potential and explore future career with  
experienced planners from private and public 
sectors. 

We were honored to have Ms. Fiona Lung, Mr. 
K.K Ling, Ms. Theresa Yeung, Dr. Owen Yue 
and Mr. Alan Lau as our guest speakers.

The workshop consisted of a short 
presentation given by individual speakers 
outlining their work experiences, followed by 
2 breakout sessions in which students 
benefited from casual but inspiring 
conversations with our experienced planners. 
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YPG - Lai Chi Wo Visit

On 3 June 2018, we were delighted to visit Lai Chi Wo - a pioneer village which adopts a 
diversified approach in rural conservation. The visit included tour guide, which our members 
learned about Lai Chi Wo history and Hakka culture. Our members also got an authentic taste on 
Hakka meal and produced their own Hakka tea cakes! Although the visit was on a hot day, our 
members enjoyed the visit a lot!



Salisbury Garden Docent Tour

On 10 February 2018, the YPG was delighted to 
have Mr. Edwin Tang hosting a docent tour for 
our members to the revamped Salisbury Garden. 
Through this tour, Edwin introduced the design 
elements of the garden and also the challenges 
faced by the project team in particular from 
management perspective. Let’s look forward to 
other innovative open space design in HK!

With a footprint of about 28 ha, STSTW is the 
largest secondary sewage treatment works in 
Hong Kong with a daily treatment capacity of 
340,000m3.  After serving Sha Tin and Ma On 
Shan districts for almost 30 years, the 
Government is now in the progress of relocating 
the STSTW to the caverns at Nui Po Shan of A 
Kung Kok. The original site would be released 
for other uses to improve the living environment 
of the surrounding area, bringing both social 
and environmental benefits.

The YPG was pleased to join the young 
members from Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) 
for a technical visit to STSTW on 24 March 
2018.  The ICE is a UK-based professional 
membership body for civil engineers and serving 
the community by providing engineering 
expertise in civil engineering.  It was a enjoyable 
experience that we get to exchange views with 
other professions through informal settings.
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Technical Visit to Sha Tin Sewage Treatment Works (STSTW)



YPG Healthy Lifestyle: 
Stretching Workshop

ICE HKA G&S Communications 
Competition Hong Kong 2017-18 
Final
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Meeting with Hon Tony Tse

On 9 April 2018, the Young Surveyors Group of the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors and the 
YPG were honored to be invited to meet with Hon Tony Tse in his office in LegCo Complex and 
shared views on professional recognition and current affairs.

On 27 January 2018, the YPG organized a 
Stretching Workshop guided by 
professional coaches from the Fitness 
Therapy Association for our members. 
Through this 1-hour stretching session, 
we learnt about the importance of daily 
stretching exercise do to our body and the 
proper way to increase our flexibility. Let 
us all stay fit and healthy in 2018!

On 3 February 2018, we were invited by the 
Graduates and Students Division of Institution 
of Civil Engineers to attend their signature 
event - the Communications Competition Hong 
Kong 2017-18. In this competition, the 
participating teams are given a specific project 
scenario and then give a presentation and be 
questioned by judges, guests and general 
audience on how the project would affect a 
local community in a mock public consultation 
meeting. A very interesting experience indeed!



05. Upcoming Events
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SEPT
14

A Route to Full HKIP Membership: 
Experience-sharing session by the 
Membership Board and Full Members 
of HKIP

More to come! Stay tuned!


